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The Common Fisheries Policy has been
given another strong rejection, this
time by the organisation representing
thousands of small-scale fishermen
across Europe. The Policy, they say, is
failing to achieve its “socio-economic
and environmental objectives” due to
“systemic failure” - See Page 5
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the fine Art

of Marine Finance
by Art Kavanagh

What Would Joey Think Lads???

We are approaching the end of another year and most of us are still
standing. There has been so much trauma on health, business and per-
sonal fronts which certainly did not make life any easier.

We read that our Banks are continuing
their program of reduced service and pres-
ence and we now have the vista of having
decent Country Towns with absolutely NO

I am struggling with that concept but we
must recognize that a Bank is not a Charity
or a Social Service and that if it is to justify
its physical presence in a town it must have
the footfall and the business to justify.

I still recall when the decision to remove
the South Donegal Mobile Bank was being
made — a decision which I was resisting
aggressively- the theory was that the Bank
could afford to lose 50% of the Business
attached to the Mobile and still be “up mon-
ey” when the costs associated with keeping
it on the road were removed.

1 also have concerns and sadness to see
talented young people taking severance
packages and leaving the Banks.

It is tragic that as an Industry the Banks can
encourage and watch these people walking

away because the Public needs them.

Personal relationships still count Lads
but it becomes more obvious every week
that loyalty means absolutely nothing in
these crazy times. The worm will turn lads

<OJJ~(

We are still hearing talk about Burden
Sharing and renegotiation of the Com-
mon Fisheries Policy both of which are
excellent aspirations - but Aspirations is
what they are Lads.

I recently came across information on
the level of Ownership of UK quotas not
actually owned by UK nationals. We were
all aware that there are numbers of what
are described as “Flag Vessels” on the UK
Register owned by non UK residents but it
appears that the advantages which seems to
accrue to the UK Fleet in the final days of
the Brexit Negotiations last year.

It appears that the Spanish and the Dutch
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are the big winners here Lads through their
Ownership of the UK vessels acquired over
the years.

You will be familiar with the concept of
being on a “Hind Tit” to use an Agricultural
Expression but | am afraid that we have No
Tit at all.

A wise Old Manager many years ago
advised that if you are unable to control
a Rule - over extending in trying to argue
round it can be wasteful.

In an unsatisfactory situation maybe it
is better to operate as best we can within
the unsatisfactory rules.Unsatisfactory
Conditions we certainly have now lads and
absolutely NO EVIDENCE that anyone in
our Government cares.

I continue to believe that the Irish Public
has no idea of what the Irish Seafood Sector
contributes and how little it takes from the
Government by way of subsidy.

I suspect that the greatest draw on the
National Finances is the costs associated
with “Policing” the Catching Sector to a
point where it is being suffocated and un-
able to operate to its full potential.
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The old catchphrases like “there is no
“I” in TEAM?” and the “Hurler on the
ditch never scores” need to be revisited
Lads.

If we behave like a Rabble- we will be
treated like a Rabble. Without some more
semblance of unity that is where we are
Lads. Not enough of you are members of
your POs. The strength of a PO is in its
membership.

Many years ago | was involved in a
number of Deputations into the Dail- and
I was advised to make sure of who I was
speaking for. Think about that Lads.

How can we speak for people who are
not prepared to be spoken for by not joining
with their peers in one group.

A kingdom divided within itself Lads
will never prosper.

I thought that the concept of Unity out-
lined by Brendan Byrne with Sean Moroney
in the Fishers” Voice was relevant and a
clear demonstration what can be achieved
if everyone pulling together for a common
goal.

The whole Carbon Emissions issue is
gaining more traction every week and
on Sunday 21 November the Farmers
“invaded” Dublin again to protest the
possible curbs on their operations pro-
posed by the Government in an attempt
to reduce Carbon Emissions.

One of those interviewed also said their
protest was about possible reductions in the
level of Subsidy they receive.

Fishermen get no Subsidies lads — as
indeed Brendan Byrne pointed out in the
Fishers” Voice Interview.

[ urge you all to watch that interview.

Speaking of Emissions | wonder what
the Carbon Footprint of a Spanish Trawler
entering Irish Waters and returning to Spain
with a Catch taken off our West Coast might
be? The Journey from our West Coast to
the Porcupine burns far less Diesel than a
journey from and to Vigo Lads !!!!!

Who is doing the “Carbon” Sums here
when the Quotas are being dished out.
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We are approaching the end of a
traumatic year but our Industry is still
standing - DESPITE EVERYTHING.

Resilience is one of your greatest quali-
ties for which I have always admired you-
and always will.

In 1987 when 1 took over the AIB Office
in Killybegs I depended on the industry to
teach me about itself. Every Fisherman 1
met tried to do that but my main teacher at
that time was Joey Murrin a fact which [
have never failed to record.

He had the Ear of the National Media
lads. Can we say that we have the ear of the

We need the Ear of the Media Lads
because Joe Public in Ireland has no idea
what you have achieved with relatively
little State Support and it is only right that
they should!!!

Stay strong lads.

Stay safe and let’s hope that 2022
brings us good fortune.

BIM New Fishermen Scheme
Need help with your Grant and Bank Applications?

Contact me .... | can help

Art Kavanagh ara

Marine Finance Consultant

Glenlee
~ Killybegs
Co. Donegal

353:24-9732915
53-87-6774455

artokavanagh@gmail.com
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GK Nets Ltd.

MANUFACTURERS OF FISHING TRAWTLS SINCE 1976

SPECIALISTS IN THE DESIGN,
MANUFACTURE & REPAIR OF
PRAWN TRAWLS, DUAL PURPOSE TRAWLS,
WHITE FISH TRAWLS & QUAD RIGS

Contact us on: (01) 8391833 Mobile: 087-6798866
For information on all our products & prices

info@gknets.ie gknets@outlook www.gknets.ie
Foresters Hall, Balglass Road, Howth, Co. Dublin
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New addition to the Irish fishing fleet '"Ambitious II’ pictured off the Donegal coast with the dramatic Sliabh League as a back drop - photo by Damien McCallig

Learn essential skills from
experienced trainerswhich
include Basic Net Mending,

Rope Work, Stability, Chartwork,
Care of the Catch, Sustainability,
Food Safety and Marine

Engine Operations,

An introduction to these skills will
allow you successfully start your
career as a deckhand in the fishing
industry. A range of sector certificates

will also be obtained during the course
if successfully completed.

P

Certification

STCW Certificate in:

« Personal Survival Techniques

» Elementary First Aid

« Personal Safety and Social Responsibilities
« Fire Prevention and Fire Fighting

« Issued with a BIM Safety Card

» GMDSS Short Range Radio Certificate
issued by the Department of Transport

Ireland's
Seafood
Development
Agency

Course Dates

Six-week programme running from
Monday 17 January 2022 -
Friday 25 February 2022

Venue

BIM National Fisheries College of Ireland,
Greencastle, Co. Donegal.

FurtherInformation and booking
Contact
Maria McCarron, College Administrator,

T +353 (0) 749 381068
E maria.mccarron@bim.ie
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Cuan Beo launch “Economic Assessment
of the Marine Resources of South East
Galway Bay Catchment”

Major one year report on the value of the
sea in South East Galway Bay, finds
marine industries are generating revenues
of €105m and supporting 550 jobs

Cuan Beo, a community based coastal organisation working in South East
Galway Bay, have published a major 1-year report ‘An Economic Assessment
of the Marine Resources of the South-East Galway Bay Catchment’. This
report, the first of its kind, notes the value of marine related industries in the
region which generated revenues of €105m and supported approximately 550
jobs. The ground-breaking report also delved further, in setting out to identify
and value the ecosystem services of South East Galway Bay.

Ruairi O Conchiiir — Local Authority Waters Programme (LAWPRO), Diarmuid Kelly, Gerry

0 Halloran, and Colm O Dowd at the launch of Cuan Beo’s report on the Economic Assess-
ment of the Marine Resources of South East Galway Bay Catchment at the Golf Club at the

Galway Bay Golf Resort Renville, Oranmore.

It placed a monetary value on the coastal
environment and what it contributes to the
human health and well-being of the region.
The report was commissioned to highlight
the importance of the marine resource of
South East Galway Bay and to help better
inform national policy making and local
decision making. The report was present-
ed at a regional event held on Friday 19"
November attended by local politicians
and policy makers, representatives of State
agencies together with those working and
living in this coastal catchment. It included
farmers and fishermen, community groups,
tourism and recreation groups, scientists,
environmental groups and those who rely

on the sea and the coastal area of South
East Galway Bay for a living.

A panel, including Ms. Elaine Dono-
hue (Bia Innovator), Prof. Stephen Hynes
(SEMRU), Ms. Ciara O’Halloran (Flaggy
Shore Oysters), Mr. Alan Farrell (Galway
County Council) and Mr. Ruairi O Con-
chuir (LAWPRO) provided an opportunity
for those attending to open the conversation
around the future development of the region
in a sustainable way. The event was mod-
erated by Dr. Micheal O Cinnéide (former
EPA Director and now Corrib Beo).

The report is the first of its kind in
Ireland to begin the process to quantify

tator, at the launch of Cuan Beo’s report

Alec Reid, Cuan Beo Development Officer and Ciara O Hallo

" I s I
ran, Cuan Beo Education Facili-

both established (market) industries and
ecosystem (non-market) services and their
value on a catchment wide basis. The South
East Galway Bay Catchment is a very
distinct geographical area. It is connected
by a common drainage system, drawing all
rainfall and run-off water in the catchment
and discharging it into Galway Bay.

There are 46 catchments in Ireland
according to the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA). The South East Galway
Bay is known as Catchment 29 and covers
an area of approximately 1,200 Km?, It
includes about 117 km of coastline stretch-
ing from the Galway Harbour to Blackhead
in Co. Clare and extends inland to Athenry,
Loughrea and Gort. The report highlights
the value and importance of data collection
and management for the catchment.

The report also highlights potential
growth areas across a number of key sectors
where the resources available in the catch-
ment could be developed in a sustainable
manner to create new jobs and generate rev-
enue. These growth areas include climate
technology, blue health, marine and coastal
tourism, research and local community
development. These sectors offer unparal-
leled opportunities for growth and sustain-
able development, building on the circular
economy and supporting climate resilient
communities.

According to Mr. Diarmuid Kelly, Chair-
person of Cuan Beo, ‘now that we have
established market and non-market eco-
nomic baselines, this report will heighten
awareness with policy makers and planners

as to the true value of the resource base and
the marine environment. It will promote
this catchment as a location for research
and development in sustainability and
environmental enhancement. This will be-
come increasingly important as social and
environmental measures, such as carbon
emissions and sustainability development
goals, are established and monitored.’

The report was conducted by Dr. Colm
O’Dowd. He noted, ‘valuing both market
and non-market products and services
from the marine environment is necessary
if they are to be included in marine spatial
planning and management decisions. For
example, while we know that shipping and
tourism are vital economic pillars in this
Catchment, there is little awareness of the
value of marine related recreation or the
potential healthcare savings associated with
activities such as sea swimming. Assessing
the economic value of these activities and
of marine ecosystems should influence
decision making on marine spatial planning
and support improvements in water quality
and access to coastal areas.’

The report was funded by Cuan Beo, the
Local Authority Waters Programme (LAW-
PRO) and the EU EMFF under the FLAG
West Programme. The report launch event
also highlighted the activities of Cuan Beo
including its Oyster Restoration project, the
EU FORCOAST research project, and the
Cuan Beo Environmental Education Project
funded under the LEADER programme.

A copy of the report can be downloaded
from www.cuanbeo.com/reports

CASTLEREAGH,
BRUCKLESS,
CO. DONEGAL

* Pot Ropes from Oliveira
+ Stockists of Wet Gear

STOCKING A WIDE
RANGE OF PRODUCTS

i
+* We carry a wide range of ropes
and chandlery including Gunnebo

Wishing all our customers and frie
a very Happy Christmas and a Pros

Contact: 074 9741498 / 087 2347601 and 087 4175301

www.ktnets.ie danny@ktnets.ie info@ktnets.ie

Killybegs Fishermen's

R i i o g,
ORGANISATION

Wishing E_verf,)one |n The I:ishing Inc]ustrg
A Vcrg f—iappg (hristmas & Frospcrous New Year
I:rom Evergonc At
Ki“gbegs [Fishermen’s Organisation

LTD

Chief Executive: Sean O'Donoghue.

Head Office: Killybegs Fishermen's Organisation Ltd., Bruach na Mara, St. Catherine's Road, Killybegs, Co. Donegal.

Tel: (074) 9731089 / 9731305
Dublin Office: Tel: (01) 8258846

Email: kfo@kfo.ie Website: www.kfo.ie
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Fishermen in Fifteen Countries Say CFP is a ‘Systemic Failure”

The Common Fisheries
Policy has been given another
strong rejection, this time by
the organisation representing
thousands of small-scale fish-
ermen across Europe.

The Policy, they say, is failing to achieve
its “socio-economic and environmental
objectives” due to “systemic failure.”

“Eight years after the adoption of the re-
formed CFP in 2013 and its implementation
in 2014, the intended improvement in sus-
tainability outcomes for the small-scale low
impact fleets across the EU are not being
delivered and the opportunity to harness our
potential to achieve wider social, environ-
mental and economic sustainability goals is
being squandered,” says the LIFE fisheries
organisation that represents fishermen in
fifteen European countries.

This is a salutary rejection of one of
the foundations that the EU claims for the
justification of the policy — that it provides
economic benefits for all fishermen.

At their general assembly the Low
Impact Fishers of Europe group called for
major changes in the CFP.

This is strong criticism of the official
attitude in the CFP which does not want
to change the Policy. That attitude was
exemplified by EU Commissioner for En-
vironment, Oceans and Fisheries Virginijus
Sinkevi¢ius on his recent Irish visit when

he refused to countenance a re-opening and

change of the Policy.

“We will do a review and will look at
certain changes but I cannot promise we
will be re-opening the CFP,” he said in
Killybegs.

While Marine Minister Charlie McCo-
nalogue has promised to set up a forum
to review Ireland’s case for changes in
the CFP and said he would strongly seek

improvements to the low Irish quota, which
the government has acknowledged is unfair

to Ireland, little appears to have been done
to advance this. There are indications that
civil servants in the Department have not
been wholeheartedly supporting demands
for a total review of the CFP.

The Seafood Task Force recommend-
ed that “a substantial effort be made at
Ministerial and stakeholders level to apply
pressure to have the planned (CFP) review
fully comprehensive, including setting out
changes that are required to the CFP Regu-
lations and a pathway for the Commission
to propose the necessary amendments.”

Minister McConalogue replied to that
recommendation in terms which did not
convince the industry that he was deter-
mined to achieve changes when he said:
“In terms of the CFP review it has always
been a very difficult battle and that will be
a challenge again.”

That appeared to many fishermen to
be a defeatist attitude.

BIM offers professional
support and advice to help
you understand new Brexit
customs requirements.

The support assists seafood companies to identify
and action key steps in relation to customs,
tariffs and non-EU trade requirements.
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This is what you call ‘full to the gills' of Lough Foyle Herring - photo courtesy Enda Craig

Though there are differences in the
industry between small-scale fishermen
and larger boat owners, there would be
general agreement that the CFP has a strong
anti-Irish attitude

Relating the Minister’s stated attitude
with the EU terminology used by the
Commissioner on his visit to Donegal, it
appears to mean that the powerful European
fishing nations which exploit Irish waters
remain determined to do so. It is also likely
that they will frustrate any improvement
for Ireland whose rich waters they continue
to “colonise,” as fishing industry interests
have described their attitude.

The Marine Times has learned that the
Marine Minister’s views on the CFP may be
formulated by Departmental advisors who
want another “consultative group” to make
recommendations about the Policy, rather
than building on the momentum which the
Seafood Task Force recommendation about
the CFP offers. This continues the attitude
of Departmental officials who are not totally
committed to the industry nor to achieving

major changes in the CFP.

“Task Forces are a political instrument to
take difficult decisions away from political
masters,” according to the Irish Fish Pro-
ducers and Exporters Association,

A “consultative group” is another arm of
that Departmental strategy. Whilst seeking
to convey willingness to listen. “What is
said is rarely properly heard or listened to
and certainly never acted upon. Listening
but never really hearing or acting on what
has been said,” an industry insider who has
attended many meetings with Department
officials told this paper.

There has been strong criticism during
the past month of what was described to the
Marine Times as “the small print deception”
in the Seafood Task Force recommendation
that any ‘tie-up’ funds received by a boat
owner be deducted from any future decom-
missioning money received.

o More from the LIFE organisation
in the IMRO column on Page 8

Government ‘Has Given Up
On The Fishing Industry’

Independent TD for Donegal, Thomas Pringle, said reports of a Gov-
ernment scheme to shrink the size of the whitefish fleet show the Gov-
ernment “has given up on the fishing industry”.

The has been reported that Minister for
Agriculture Charlie McConalogue and
Minister Pippa Hackett will seek Cabinet
approval for a €66 million decommission-
ing scheme, following Brexit’s shrinking of
Irish fishing quotas.

Deputy Pringle said: “This shows that
the Government, sadly, have given up on
the fishing industry. All they want to do
now is manage its decline and end for
Europe.”

The deputy has frequently called on the
Government to renegotiate the Common
Fisheries Policy, saying the Government

continues to “kowtow to Europe” when it
comes to the fishing industry.

Deputy Pringle said: “Europe has never
respected Irish fishing rights. When will
this Government right the wrongs that were
done to our fishing community when we
negotiated to join the EU?”

The cost of the decommissioning scheme
comes to about 60 fishing trawlers, or one
quarter of the whitefish fleet.

Deputy Pringle said: “If the Government
were serious they would go and fight for
our rights in Europe and put it up to them,
but they won’t.”
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So many questlons, so few answers ...

Cormac Burke
Chairman - IFSA

n the wake of the

BREXIT fiasco and the

subsequent Trade &
Co-Operation Agreement
(TCA), it is obvious how
badly the Irish fishing and
processing sectors have
suffered — but the industry
must demand answers as to
why additional suffering is
being imposed by our own
civil servants?

While the EU Commission has clarified
that revisiting the issue of EU member
states ‘burden sharing’ of the loss of quota
back to the UK as a result of BREXIT (de-
spite the Irish fisheries minister sadly being
the only person in Europe who thinks this
is still a “work in progress”), it is becoming
tragically and painfully clear that “this is
our lot” and that the Irish fishing industry
has more or less been cut adrift by the EU
Fisheries Commission who are happy to
work under the pretence of fair play and a
level playing field but who in fact actually
employ a system that is anything but fair
or just and serves only the heavyweights in

the international industry with interests in
Ireland’s rich waters.

Amidst the huge criticism of Fisheries
Minister Charlie McConalogue, Foreign
Affairs Minister Simon Coveney and their
civil servants, to allow negotiations in the
EU/BREXIT deal to proceed without any
objection by Ireland in that Irish fish in
Ireland’s waters could almost be taken by
anyone other than Irish vessels, there still
remains some glaring questions that contin-
ue unanswered to this very day.

Chief amongst these is how an apparent-
ly uncontrolled Department of Agriculture,
Food & Marine is allowed to continue in its
blatant strategy of working against the Irish
fishing industry instead of for it?

If asked, every single person involved
in the Irish fishing and processing sector
over the past twenty years or more could
give examples of the anti industry attitude
of the DAFM civil servants but the clearest
one is occurring right now and seems to be
slipping by almost unnoticed and without
question.

The Sting

As part of the TCA deal, the Brexit Ad-
justment Reserve fund (BAR) was estab-
lished - a vast pot of money consisting of
hundreds of millions of euros for every EU
Member State effected by the loss of quota
(and therefore raw material and revenue) -
with each nation told to proceed to compen-
sate their fishing industry as they saw fit.

Looking at France as one example: Im-
mediately following the announcement of
the BAR fund, the French Government es-
tablished a system that would take the form
of genuine compensation for its industry in
that any vessel owner or seafood processor
who could show a track record of catches
(or in the case of a factory, its volume of
purchased fish) then the difference between
that record and the new reduced amounts
as a result of Brexit could be considered a
‘loss’ - and 50% of this loss could be legally
claimed back and awarded, up to a max-
imum compensation package of 300,000

Photo © Anne Marie Cromn Photography

curos per business.

There were no “ifs” or “buts’, no condi-
tions or criteria (other than proof of a track
record) and certainly no mention of vessels
having to tie-up or having to face decom-
missioning if they wanted some of this
money - it was exactly as intended, straight-

forward compensation for loss of fish.

To ensure their fishermen weren’t left
suffering in the short term, France didn’t
even wait for the EU BAR funds to arrive
in their government accounts and began
paying out their fishermen and processors
immediately and later recouped this money
from the EU fund.

France is a much bigger country than
Ireland but if their 10% loss is compared
pro rata to Ireland’s 15% loss, then Ireland
has in fact lost four and a half times what
the French industry has lost — but Ireland’s
“compensation” to the industry, according
to DAFM officials, is: nothing for proces-
sors and a tie-up scheme only for certain
sectors of the fleet - and even such a tie-up
scheme is not compensation but merely a
payment in lieu of being allowed catch fish
i.e purely a substitute revenue and not a
compensation.

Not only have the people of the Irish
fishing industry been embarrassed since last
December that our Ministers made Ireland
look like the village idiot in the eyes of our
EU neighbours but once again we are to
be the laughing stock of Europe’s fishing
industry as our fish has been taken and our
government isn’t even going to properly
compensate the industry with the money
they have been given from the EU’s BAR
fund.

A bitter joke

This week the report from the Minister’s
Task Force will get its final reading at Gov-
ernment — a task “force’ that spent hours
and days holding no fewer than 14 meetings
and came up with 17 strategies and not one
of them put a single euro of real compensa-
tion in a fisherman or processor’s pocket.

And after ten months of officialdom
fudging around as only Irish administrators
can do, Irish fishermen are still awaiting
clear information as to what’s going to
happen.

The EU Commission very clearly in-
structed its Member States to use the BAR
fund to “compensate their fishing industry™
but, unlike pro industry governments in
France and other EU nations who said “ok
you’ve lost quota so here’s compensation
money”, Ireland, run by civil servants, said
“you’ve lost a lot of quota so if you stop
fishing for a month we’ll substitute your
income” and “if you're not happy with the
reduced quotas we’ll use the EU compen-
sation money to pay you the bare minimum
to get out and never work in this industry
again”,

Compensation?? This is not compen-
sation. It is giving with one hand whilst
taking away with the other.

It is sticking a knife in the back of an
already dying man.

The EU BAR fund is intended to give
some small reward or recompense to fish-
ermen who have lost something valuable
to them and every other nation is treating it
as such —- but oh no, not Ireland — here it
comes with conditions in that to receive this
EU legally established money somehow
Irish fishermen must “pay’ something back
in return, either in the form of stopping
fishing for a month or to sell up and retire
permanently.

To back this argument, during the Task
Force meetings the industry asked why
Ireland is not compensating its fishermen by
giving them actual compensation payments
without strings attached and the DAFM
civil servants’ reply was that “under EU and
State Aid law employing such a system was
not allowed” — until the industry produced
the documents proving how France were
doing it and then the response was “oh,
didn’t know that, we’ll look into it...”

And, as in every other case when the
DAFM are caught with their pants down,
they are still “looking into it” and nothing
has changed nor is it likely to unless we see
intervention.

At the heart of the problem of compen-
sation for Irish fishermen is that Ireland’s
DAFM civil servants are the ONLY ones
in the EU who refuse to recognize that the
BREXIT / TCA deal is “a loss’ in terms of
fish quotas and, presumably, this gives them
the get-out clause of not having to make
genuine compensation payments to the
industry.

Even leading politicians in the current
government believe this to be unfair but,
in doing so, are failing to see that they are
admitting that, not just this industry but the
country as a whole, seems entirely under
the control of civil servants who unsurpris-
ingly are often described as “the permanent
government”.

Once again this industry is calling for a
full root and branch review of the Depart-
ment of Marine and the operations of its
senior staff over the past twenty years - only
this will get to the core of the anti industry
cancer that continues to inflict the Irish
fishing and processing sectors.

ince originally writing this

article an Irish vessel own-

er has told me that if he opts
to take the tie-up ‘scheme’ for
the month of December then the
conditions attached to the deal
state that neither he nor any of
his crew are allowed carry out
any other form of paying work,
nor are they allowed draw social
welfare benefits during this time
and, on top of this, the tie-up
money will not be paid out until
late January.

Therefore these men, most of whom
have families that rely on them, will have
zero income from the end of November
until the end of January — so no money
all over Christmas — that’s nice treatment
from the civil servants ruling this industry -
EU ‘compensation’ my arse!!
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Failed Political Promises and Systemic Failure of the CFP

his time last year the Taoiseach, the | inforcing into the CFP their demands for big catching
Minister for the Marine, other Gov- | duotas in Irish waters.
ernment representatives and the TDs of The EU, because of the CFP, which it has refused to
the Government Coalition parties were radically alter, is failing to achieve its socio-economic
all promising that the fishing industry and enyironmentalobjectives.
would be protected from the impact of This is a systemic failure of the Policy.
Brexit. It affects all fishermen and has been well identified by
the Low Impact Fishers of Europe (LIFE) organisation in

They assured the industry that they were giving its best | | : ;
its call for changes in the CFP.

interests the highest level of attention in the on-going EU
discussions with the UK for a Brexit deal. “Despitc Colnprising around ?5% of the active EU
fishing fleet by vessel numbers and providing 50% of

(Above): Another recent visitor from Canada, Maeve Kearns Christmas had just passed when they admitted that they | * e 1 RS S ——

on her first trip to Ireland and Inishbofin to to see her cous- did not keep their promises. SCanBUIE CILp oyment, ticlac QLSRULCICIL M e Op-

ins and her first read of the Marine Times. portunities means that our sector is only able to land 5%

(Below): Shane Manning aboard the mfv Genesis in a force 8 They failed the industry. of the EU’s catch™ LIFE declared at its general assembly.

gale during November hauling lobster pots - photo courtesy i e R ) . . .

Jason Hand. As a result it faces serious problems, nearly twelve Fifteen EU countries made a joint call on the EU for
months after thO_SC empty promises were uttered. More fishing rights to be given “to those who fish in the most
PROMISEs 30 rectify the damage Qver which they have sustainable way and who provide the greatest benefit to
presided also proved empty. The Irish government has not | society with priority access to resources, rather than to
achieved ‘burden sharing’ by other fishing nations. No those who fish the most, as is currently the case.”
equality has been offered to Irish fishermen in the Brexit : ;
fall it That is a clear call for equality and the concept of

“burden sharing” in all sectors.
Ireland has the richest fishing grounds in Europe but

other EU countries — France, Spain, Belgium, Holland,
Portugal, Denmark, Poland take catches from Irish waters | INTRODUCING MARINE TIMES RADIO

that are bigger than the entire quota allowed to the Irish o ]
fleet in its own waters. Expanding further our services to readers, we are

introducing MARINE TIMES RADIO which will be

developing our website Podcast service by reporting

It still applies. on the news, comment and developments in the fishing

industry and marine sphere, allied to the monthly edition

of the paper. This will add to the all-round coverage of
The Common Fisheries Policy is not ‘common’ in maritime matters by the MARINE TIMES, making it

equality of treatment. It actively discriminates in favour Ireland’s leading maritime newspaper.

of the bigger, more powerful countries which succeeded

The EU and the Irish government should listen.

How often have we heard that mantra?

It is what the European Union imposes on Ireland.

Tune in on our website: www.marinetimes.ie

- Barry Electronics Lt4.
| Wishing all our customers a very
Happy Christmas & a Prosperous 2021

oEn.2. Sk

Arder Online: www.barryelectronics.i}\
St Catherines Rd, Killybegs, Co. Donegal
Tel: 074 9731215 Fax: 074 9731739

Your Community. Your Industry. Your Paper. Marine Times Newspaper
Editor: Mark Mc Carthy Deputy Editor: Tom MacSweeney

Send us your News, Views and Photos
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Seamus Bonner, Secretary IIMRO,
has been elected to the board of the
Low Impact Fishers of Europe organ-
isation and he reports on the recent
General Assembly of LIFE

CFP Is Not Meeting Socio-Economic
and Environmental Objectives Due to

Systemic Failure

IIMRO, the Irish Islands Marine Resource Organisation, attended the general assem-
bly of the Low Impact Fishers of Europe (LIFE), which we have been affiliated to since
shortly after IIMRO’s foundation in 2014. LIFE was launched in 2012 on the eve of a
newly reformed Common Fisheries Policy (CFP) to unite European small-scale fishers
to achieve fair fisheries, healthy seas and vibrant communities. It currently represents
thousands of small-scale fishers across Europe. The meeting was well attended by small-
scale fishing organisations, 26 groups of low-impact fishers from 15 European countries
with a series of presentations and discussions on various topics.

All the participants had common issues, despite their
wide geographic spread and members noted with concern
that due to systemic failure of Common Fisheries Policy
(CFP) implementation, the CFP is failing to achieve its
socio-economic and environmental objectives.

This is disproportionately affecting us - the small-scale
low impact coastal fishers - and undermining the sustain-
ability of our communities and the natural resources on
which we depend. Eight years after the adoption of the
reformed CFP in 2013 and its implementation in 2014, the
intended improvement in sustainability outcomes for the
small-scale low impact fleets across the EU are not being
delivered and the opportunity to harness our potential to
achieve wider social, environmental and economic sustain-
ability goals is being squandered.

To address this, LIFE has called for a review of the im-
plementation of the CFP in 2022 towards establishing:

e Fair Access to Fishery Resources for Small-scale
Low Impact Fishers

Despite comprising around 75% of the active EU fishing
fleet by vessel numbers and providing 50% of sea-going
employment, lack of sufficient fishing opportunities means
that our sector is only able to land 5% of the EU’s catch.
Fishing rights should be given to those who fish in the most
sustainable way and who provide the greatest benefit to so-
ciety with priority access to resources, rather than to those
who fish the most, as is currently the case. Article 17 of the
CFP provides a mechanism for achieving this. It needs to be
implemented both in the letter and the spirit of the law.

The fishing rights of small-scale low impact fishing fleets
should be ring-fenced against privatisation or transfer to
larger-scale fishing companies. Legal provisions need to be
put in place to prevent the concentration of fishing rights in
the hands of relatively few companies and speculative trad-
ing markets for fishing quotas, which are activities that have
detrimental environmental and socio-economic impacts.

The Commission and Member States have a duty to
ensure full transparency on the allocation of fishing oppor-
tunities by making public the details of the companies and
vessels to whom fishing opportunities have been allocated
and the quantities allocated.

e Secure Fishing Areas - and a say in how they are
managed

Our fishing areas are increasingly invaded by larger-scale
intensive high impact fishing activities, which have a detri-
mental effect on both the fishery resources and the marine
environment. This impacts negatively on our livelihoods,
reduces our catches, disturbs the reproduction of fish stocks

and undermines the future prospects for our sons and
daughters. We call for inshore fishing areas to be reserved
for small-scale low impact fishing activities under co-man-
agement regimes. The CFP should recognise the importance
of co-management and promote and support co-manage-
ment initiatives. Public monies for public good not individ-
ual gain or the maximization of profits at the expense of the
environment, to help us to fish better not to fish more.

The misuse of public funds through the European Struc-
tural Funds (EMFF) has created a distorted sea in Europe,
benefitting fishing companies with larger-scale high impact
fishing operations with windfall subsidies. This gives them
an unfair advantage and contributes to overfishing and envi-
ronmental degradation, contrary to SDG 14.6.

Fish stocks and the marine environment are public
resources that need to be conserved in a sustainable manner
if fishing is to have a future. This requires giving attention
to the three pillars of sustainability — the environmental
as well as the social and economic pillars. LIFE therefore
urges that under the new European funding scheme for the
maritime sector - the EMFAF - that priority is given to pro-
tecting the environment and conserving fish stocks, and to
supporting collective projects that contribute to social and
economic sustainability of fishing communities.

e An End to By-catch and Discards

An instrument like the Landing Obligation makes no
sense for the conservation of fish stocks. Due to its poor
implementation, it is of questionable use for scientific stock
assessment and it is a huge burden to fishers. Discarding
must be reduced through improved selectivity of fishing
gears. Gears that have unacceptably high by-catch rates of
non-target species and of fish below minimum size should
not be licensed to fish.

e Fisheries Control Based on Risk of Infraction

Our fleet segment contributes 5% of the catch by vol-
ume; we have a comparatively low impact on the environ-
ment and we are happy to comply with sensible, practical
and bespoke control measures for our fleet segment. We call
for control measures to be applied proportionately, using a
risk-based approach to fisheries control and enforcement
that focuses on those fleet segments that have the highest
risk of infraction and where infraction is likely to cause a
significant breach of fishing regulations. For example, in
fisheries activities where the risk of significant by catch and
discarding is high.

e  Support for Fishers of the Future

The average age of fishers is increasing faster than the
population as a whole and younger generations are losing

interest in taking up fishing as a livelihood. Special effort

is needed to encourage, train and support younger genera-
tions to take up small-scale low impact fishing either as a
way of life or as a part-time activity combined with several
other livelihood activities, including combining tourism and
fishing.

e  Fair Access to Markets

Small-scale low impact fishers provide the cream of the
catch. We provide catch of the day fresh fish of a high quali-
ty for direct human consumption, supplied locally, season-
ally diverse, caught in a sustainable manner, contributing
to the socio-economic well-being of our communities and
rooted in our shared maritime cultural heritage.

The inherent value of our fish catches is not being
realised and we as fishers are losing out as price-takers in a
market where supply and demand determine prices. These
are set according to the volume of landings from the larger
scale sector and the prices offered by large retailers. This
is undermining the viability of our businesses. To obtain
their full added value and a fair price, our products need to
be differentiated on the market, with short supply chains as
direct as possible to the consumer.

We ask for support and capacity building, and an en-
abling policy environment, based on value not on volume,
so that we can form our own small-scale producer orga-
nizations and other appropriate commercial structures
through which we can organize our activities and supply
our products.

CELEBRATE THE INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF
ARTISANAL FISHERIES AND AQUACULTURE
(IYAFA)

2022 is designated by the United Nations as the Interna-
tional Year of Artisanal Fisheries and Aquaculture (IYAFA).
To mark the occasion, LIFE calls on the European Commis-
sion to incorporate SDG 14b — to provide access for small-
scale artisanal fishers to marine resources and markets - into
the CFP objectives.

LIFE BOARD ELECTIONS

Elections were held to the board of LIFE with the
following representatives being elected: Baltic and North
Sea: Bengt Larsson, Wolfgang Albrecht, and Katarzyna Ste-
panowska; Atlantic (North and South): Gwen Pennarun,
Fernando Gutierrez, Seamus Bonner; Mediterranean and
Black Sea: Luis Rodriguez, Federico Gelmi. Christian
Decugis and Bertrand Cazalet.

The first meeting of the new board will be held on De-
cember 16.

IIMRO will continue to work closely with LIFE to
ensure that its priorities are adopted in Ireland and further
afield for the benefit of all.

e  More information: LIFE Statement: https://lifeplat-
form.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/LIFE-Draft-State-
ment-on-the-Implementation-of-the-Common-Fisher-
ies-Policy-short.pdf
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Mediator Attempting to Resolve

Doolin Unit Suspension

Only One of Four Search-And-Rescue Bases
Trained to Use Night Vision Technology

€76,000 for Each Coast Guard Vehicle Criticised by Auditor General

The former Director General of the Workplace Relations Commis-
sion, Kieran Mulvey, is involved in attempting to resolve the Doolin
Coast Guard Unit dispute in County Clare.

This is one of the Units where disagree-
ments and tension have occurred within
the Coast Guard between management and
volunteers over the past few years.

The Department of Transport, which has
overall responsibility for the Coast Guard,
said that Mr. Mulvey, had “agreed to assist
in mediation with the Doolin Coast Guard”.

The County Clare Unit was stood down
from search and rescue operations in No-
vember after six volunteers resigned.

The Department said “it is important that
we now give space and allow this process
to take place with a view to getting the Unit
back up and running”.

The resignations arose following what
are understood to be interpersonal disputes
in recent years in the Unit, as well as griev-
ances with Coast Guard management.

In 2016 Doolin Unit member Caitriona
Lucas died while involved in a search for a
missing man in Kilkee. A Marine Casualty
Investigation Board report into her death
was critical of safety management systems.
The reaction from Coast Guard manage-
ment to this report has been criticised by
volunteers in several coastal units.

Comptroller and Auditor
General Critical of Vehicle
Expenditure and Night Vision
Training

The Comptroller and Auditor General,
Seamus McCarthy, was critical of Coast
Guard expenditure when he addressed
the Oireachtas Committee of Public Ac-
counts last month.

He said he was “not persuaded that good
value for money” had been achieved.

Referring to the purchase of vehicles for
the Coast Guard, he told the Committee:
“The vehicle requirements had not been ad-
equately set out in advance of the procure-
ment process. There were also major gaps
in the Department’s records of the tendering
process, in particular in relation to the eval-
uation of bids. As a result, we found there
is no reasonable basis to conclude that the
Department conducted a fair and impartial
procurement process for the vehicles.

“I have presented reports on two matters
relating to the operations of the Coast
Guard, arising from audit work on the 2019
and 2020 appropriation accounts. One
report relates to the helicopter search and
rescue, SAR, service, which is contracted
out to private sector providers, at an annual
cost of around €60 million. The other report
relates to procurement for the cliff rescue
service, which is provided substantially by
volunteer service members.

“The Department (Transport) paid
€4.305 million to the search-and-rescue
service provider in 2013 to fund an upgrade
of the five search-and-rescue helicopters
then in use to equip them with night vision
technology. In addition, in November 2015,
the Department bought 24 sets of night
vision goggles for €527,000. In Novem-
ber 2018, the Department made an initial
payment of €1.714 million for the provision
of training in the use of the night vision
technology. That training commenced in
November 2019 and it is still ongoing. As
at June 2021, only one of the four Coast
Guard search-and-rescue bases had been
approved to operate the technology and to
provide a night-vision enabled service. It
will be some time before the other three
search-and-rescue bases are operating in the
same way.

“On the basis that significant payments
were made as long ago as 2013, and that
the planned capability has not yet been
delivered across the service, 1 am not per-
suaded that good value for money has been
achieved from this expenditure.

“In the procurement of vehicles by the
Irish Coast Guard for use by the cliff rescue
teams. The Department signed a contract in
November 2015 for the supply and fit-out
of a number of vans to carry crew members
and equipment. Between 2016 and 2020,
the Department purchased 18 vans, costing
almost €1.4 million, under this contract.
The average all-in cost was around €76,500
per vehicle.

“The examination found that the vehicle
requirements had not been adequately set
out in advance of the procurement process.
There were also major gaps in the Depart-
ment’s records of the tendering process,
in particular in relation to the evaluation
of bids. As a result, we found there is
no reasonable basis to conclude that the
Department conducted a fair and impartial
procurement process for the vehicles.

“This report makes four recommenda-
tions aimed at strengthening the Depart-

ment’s procurement procedures for the
future. These are that a strategic plan for
equipment requirements be developed;
that all procurements of equipment should
involve technical and user input at the
planning stage; that all significant procure-
ments be based on a formal assessment of
operational needs; and that the Department
carry out regular reviews of its procurement
procedures and processes. | am glad to
report that the recommendations have been
accepted by the Department.”

Deputy Cormac Devlin (Dun Laoghaire)
asked when all search-and-rescue bases
would be trained in the use of night vision:
“Will that be done within the next twelve
months?”

Eugene Clonan, Acting Director of the
Coast Guard replied: “The training started
in late 2018. The aircraft were modified
in 2013 and these issues were put in on a
phased basis. The aircraft were modified,
the sets of NVIS (night vision) equipment
were purchased and the training com-
menced in late 2018, This is the first time
a commercial operator in Ireland has gone
for NVIS and the first time the regulator has
regulated for same. When you are training
crews for NVIS, you need darkness so sum-
mer is problematic. [ would also not want
the service to be shut down while the crews
are training.

“This means that training is done parallel
with the service continuing, and that adds
another bit of time. CHC (service provider)
started training its people in 2019, but it
had problems with one of the instructors.
They had started training in the simulator
but Covid stopped all international trav-
el, which also stopped the NVIS training
simulators. We have been readjusting the
programme since then. CHC has been

working with the IAA (Irish Aviation Au-
thority) to get regulatory approval for the
training and the manuals. Assuming we get
all of the regulatory approvals from the IAA
for SAR-NVIS, personnel in Shannon and
Dublin should be trained up by May 2022
and those in Waterford should be trained up
by December 2022. That is assuming we
get all of the regulatory processes in place
and CHC informs me that the approvals

to commence training on SAR-NVIS will
soon issue.”

Waterford Helicopter Base
and Increased Rosslare Ship-
ping Traffic

Deputy Verona Murphy (Wexford)
asked for assurances about the operation
of Coast Guard helicopter R117 from its
base at Waterford Airport and referred
to its location as having particular im-
portance because of increased sea traffic
at Rosslare Europort. She wanted assur-
ances that “the people in the South-East
Region, and those who traverse the high
seas, that there will be no interference or
diminution of the Coast Guard service
in the south-east region at Waterford
Airport?”

Ken Spratt, Secretary General, Depart-
ment of Transport, noted her comments on
Rosslare and said her would “come back to
her” about the matter.

Deputy Catherine Murphy (Kildare
North) asked about insurance liability in
regard to the R116 Coast Guard helicopter
tragedy and the loss of life of the four crew:
“The Air Accident Investigation Unit’s Re-
port did not set out to apportion liability and
rightly so, given it was about the prevention
of accidents. Are there insurance implica-
tions for the awarding of the SAR contract?
Has that been considered? In the context of
an outsourced service, where does liability
lie and has the Department taken advice on
that?

The Secretary General replied: “As 1
understand it, once we go out through a
procurement process to procure a service,
matters relating to being sued or liability
are matters for the service provider that is
bidding into the system.”

° As the MARINE TIMES went
to print it was learned that the new Coast
Guard Volunteers’ Representative Asso-
ciation may be presenting its views to an
Oireachtas Committee this month.
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“We cannot live only f, Ives ....."
€ Cannot iive only ior ourseives .....
Herman Melville wrote those words about human con-
nectivity. He went to sea in the role of a basic crewman on a
merchant ship in 1839, even though he was the son of a pros-

perous New York merchant. He had to because the death of
his father had left the family in dire financial straits.

From that ship he joined a whaling ves-
sel which would, eventually, lead to him
writing the classic Moby Dick in 1851, It
was not an immediate success. His other
extensive list of literary works included
travel books, romances and adventures
based on his experiences at sea. Some
were successful others, like Moby Dick,
not for very many years and he turned
from prose to poetry and eventually
finished his working career as a United
States Customs Inspector.

American songwriter Bob Dylan’s
Nobel Prize Acceptance Speech of 2017
cited Moby-Dick as one of the three
books that influenced him most. Dylan’s
description ends with an acknowledgment:
“That theme, and all that it implies, would
work its way into more than a few of my
songs.”

It was published by several different
publishers in Britain and the US, with and
without the hyphen used in some editions
of Moby-Dick and was also called ‘The
Whale.” When Melville died in New York
in 1891 it was out of print. Moby-Dick is
now considered a great classic of Ameri-
can literature and contains one of the most
famous opening lines in fiction: “Call
me Ishmael” and was made into a film in
1954 with Youghal in East Cork, inciden-
tally the town from where my radio pro-

gramme has been broadcast, transformed
into a New Bedford, Massachusetts whaling
village in John Houston’s film, 103 years
after the author of the story was born.

Melville’s experience of life led him
to the summation: “We cannot live only
for ourselves. A thousand fibres connect
us with our fellow men and among those
fibres, as sympathetic threads, our actions
run as causes and they come back to us as
effects.”

Quite a good philosophical reflection on
life and its interconnections, which is the
point I found in the pages of my Diary this
month. I am fortunate enough to have an
interconnection with readers of the Marine
Times and listeners to my radio programme
and Podcast that provides stories about the
marine sphere. One of them came to me this
month about the huge anchor that adorns
the national memorial to Irish seafarers
on the City Quay at the edge of the River
Liffey in Dublin. What I was told showed
me that there is always something new to
learn about the marine sphere.

I have several times reported on the an-
nual commemoration at the memorial in the
month of November which underlines how
many lives and losses of lives are intercon-
nected through it. But 1 did not know the
origin of the anchor until it was told to me
this past month.
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The memorial was unveiled by then
President Patrick Hillery in 1990 after a
13-year campaign by the Irish Seamen’s
Memorial Committee.to recognise and
remember nationally the Irish Seafarers
who lost their lives while serving on Irish
merchant ships
during World War
II from 1939 to
1945. Most of
these were Irish
Shipping vessels,
the company
formed by the
Government to
maintain vi-
tal supplies to
Ireland, to whose
then isolated
island nation
location many
nations would
no longer send
their ships while
warring nations
dominated the
seas. Desperately
needing supplies,
the Irish Gov-
ernment had no
alternative but
to set up its own
shipping fleet
to traverse the
dangerous oceans ||
to keep the nation
supplied. Irish
seafarers rallied
to the flag and
operated the
ships.

Paddy Launders was Chairman of the
Memorial Committee and delivered a pow-
erful speech at the unveiling, where he said
those honoured were “patriots in the truest
sense,” prepared to work for Ireland under
appalling conditions and in so doing made
the ultimate sacrifice of their lives.

“They were drawn into the conflict
between the great powers resulting in heavy
loss of life with a casualty rate of 17% the
highest ratio among the combatants and
neutrals. Their remains are scattered over
the world’s oceans, but seemingly forgot-
ten by their fellow countrymen until this
memorial.”

Many times in the past and now, the vital
role of seafarers in our lives is forgotten.

During the war Irish merchant ships
were as much a target for German U-boats
as British, American and Canadian ones.
Many were sunk and Irish seamen died.

The State neglect of their memory and

the Government closure of Irish Shipping

are dark examples of neglect of seafarers.

The memorial ended one aspect of that,

inscribed as it is with the names of those

who died. In recent years that has been

expanded to remember all Irish seafarers
lost at sea

These con-
nections are all
encompassed
by the memo-
- rial, but I never
" knew that the
. anchor came
from Cork
% Harbour.

i Robert
{ Allison kindly
wrote to me

% from the Tyn-
i dall Institute
at UCC with
information
about it.

The anchor
dates from the
18th century,
is 17 feet high
and came from
a Naval ‘man-
#L o'-war’ and

. was dredged
up at Passage
West.

A newspa-
per clipping
which Robert
sent to me
reported about
it: “That it should have been found off
Passage West in Cork Harbour was very
fitting, for there were many Passage
men on the Irish Shipping vessels during
World War Two and others involved in
the maintenance and repair of the ships at
Rushbrooke Dockyard.”

So, human connections in the maritime
world, in particular, are wide and wonder-
ful.

As Herman Melville wrote — “we
cannot live only for ourselves.” It is a
philosophy which, in these difficult and
challenging times, can be embraced with
communal benefit.

As another Christmas arrives and
another New Year beckons, amidst
the difficulties threats to health and
life these days, I wish all readers
a Happy, Holy, Peaceful Christmas
and a Happy New Year and, most
hopefully, that 2022 brings us alla
better year than the past two.
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Politics Is About Change So Let’s Make the
Political System Work for The Industry

The Chief Executive of the Irish Fish
Processors and Exporters Association,
Brendan Byrne says that NOW is the
time to set an agenda of change for the
| industry and to fight for an agreed fu-
ture for all in the industry

K IFPEA

Irish Fish Processors & Exporters Association

Unless we transform our
anger and frustration at
the inaction of the Minister
and the Government into
setting an agenda of change
then we will find ourselves no
further forward than we are at
present in a year from now.

It must be clear to all that there is no
real natural drive to change anything in
the Department, within our relationship
with the EU, the Minister may well want to
change the narrative or agenda but hitherto
nothing is happening; well not that we in
the industry can see outwardly identify.
This is not to be unexpected, basically since
the decentralising of the Department of Ma-
rine nothing really changes there anyway
— its secure in its own isolation regardless
of whether it is responding to ever chang-
ing landscape of the Irish Fishing industry
or not. When we compare ourselves to the
successes of other coastal member states we
are a very poor comparison, that is despite
the great drive we have within the fishing
industry but that is not replicated at political
level nor has it been for some time in this
country.

Change is only to be feared if you are
part of the present failures and shaped the
past lost opportunities, those that want to

e

change the present and shape a different
future will embrace what is needed, and as
I have stated time and time again — the Irish
fish industry has been and continues to be a
political failure at all levels.

I welcomed An Taoiseach Micheal
Martins reply to Deputy Collins last week
in the Dail that a debate will take place on
fishing before Christmas, but that is only
the start of where we need to go. It is time
Dail Eireann took a sharper interest in all
matters relating to fishing, and that includes
getting a better understanding as to how this
is the industry that continues to fail to de-
velop or expand under our membership of
the EU -We must establish are those failures
as a result of policy inaction on our part
nationally or is there an anti-Irish policy on
the part of the EU - to quite simply keep
the industry down, it will be easy to out the
weakest links once we set about focusing
on this. My own view and I confess, [ am
pro-European; is that we as a member state
no longer have the methodology that actu-
ally works in Europe for fishing and that is
our real failure.

I would hope this debate which An Tao-
iseach is now committing to will lead to a
much deeper self-assessment of the failures
of the industry, and from that a new path-
way and agenda can be set that will restore
confidence in both the political side of the
industry because at present, for some time,

—

Saint Rosa on the Porcupine - Photo courtesy Donal Healy

our faith in politicians delivering for the
fishing industry is even lower than our faith
in the EU and that really does say a lot —it’s
time for them to set up and take leadership
on the issue. Any other sector, that would
experience the level of failure, decline and
set back as we have would be front and
centre in analysing and debated almost
immediately, but in the fishing industry it
is never the same and that is what we must
challenge.

December Council talks and
quotas for 2022 - but what
about Burden sharing?

We wish our Minister well as he
prepares for the December talks as it
is that time of year again. We are now
12 months from the dreaded loss of the
TCA, and our immediate solution to
the disproportionate hit was going to be
solved by Burden sharing, a concept that
sounds good but has yet to deliver.

Perhaps, entering these talks as there
is further cuts on the table for Ireland
based on ICES advice an idea might be to
introduce the concept of “levelling up *,
instead of seeking quota directly form other
Member States and bearing in mind we
do not have Council of Ministers approval
for burden sharing or so Commissioner
Sinkevicius told us all while he was in
Killybegs. It would be easy for us to make
a case that Ireland due to the disproportion-
ate hit we took through the TCA, should
be subject to a lesser cut on the key quota
species that were disproportionally hit due
to TCA, and that other member states carry
a slightly higher cut to off set the Irish
lesser cut, this concept of levelling up was
used many times by the British while they
were members of the EEC. Basically, what
we as a member state would be doing on
the hardest hit species would be drawing a
red line beyond which we could not fall any
further until such time as the equilibrium
is restored and that the impacts of the TCA
are shared fairly by all. In our favour we
have the support of our Government, our
EU partners in theory but as of yet not in
practice, we must ask ourselves which is the
easiest passage to deliver a result.

It is 12 months since the deal that took
our fish was signed — it is simple we would
need to be seeing results otherwise time
is no longer your ally, with the passage of
time we will lose the initiative and more-
over the argument.

Outcomes must lead to action
and time is not on our side

The Taskforce initiatives need to be
set in place before the Christmas break if
the industry is to have a chance. Massive
work was put in by all that took part
in the 14 meetings of the taskforce, but
since then time is ticking and impatience
is growing and we have nothing tangible
to show for it.

With the deadline of the sunset clause
for all Brexit Adjustment Reserve fund-
ing requiring all funding to be spent by
31/12/23, then every week is an essential
time-block if we are to effect the change
we need in our processing capacity to focus
on value add, diversifying and doing more
with less, and all other improvements we
require right across the entire industry. It
must be factored in the impacts that Covid
will have also in terms of labour shortages,
supply constraints and time lapses in deliv-
eries — all of these factors will be signifi-
cant challenges when the funding package
of €90 million will be confirmed by the
Department following the recommendation
of the Taskforce.

The processing liquidity programme also
requires to be implemented, it is clear as
we come to the end of the final quarter of
2021, how the real impacts of Brexit/TCA
are affecting the fish processing sector. This
particular scheme should have ideally been
made available in order to assist processors
prepare for the critical period running up
to Christmas 2021. When we reflect on
our French colleagues they have a second
tranche of their scheme ready to roll out at
present, they of course starting aiding their
fishing sector last May.

The same arguments [ make for process-
ing can be made for all other initiatives in
the taskforce, so the reality is — it is time to
implement the recommendations and see
the positive impacts these initiatives can
make across the board.

Last weekend’s podcast -
When facts come second to
sensationalism

1 do not wish to overly dwell on this
sad episode, but regrettably in the course
of this podcast made by an independent
film maker - 4 individual members of
our association were singled out in name,
that was wrong and the events that fol-
lowed that were completely wrong when
these individuals were vilified on social
media.

Let us never lose sight of a few cogent
facts — we are a very small community;
our industry is equally important to all of
us that work in it. These same people that
some of you incorrectly turned on, are the
same people you have known most of your
lives. Never fail to use you own judgement
before you believe anything you see on
social media, remember the entirely of the
time you know these people instead of the
few seconds of sensational video clips that
you may watch. Social media is a useful
object but it does not have a filter for telling
us what is the difference between truth and
spin, or between reality of sensationalism
— Our strength is our unity and more will
worry that we are together as one than
when we rip ourselves apart, 1 will leave it
at that.
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32,000 Lobsters V-Notched for Protection

Bord Iascaigh Mhara has announced that this year 32,000 lobsters
are being V-notched before being returned to sea to breed again. This
involves having a V-notch removed from the tail which is a mark that

protects the berried lobsters.

“Since 1 inshore fishers in Ireland
have actively participated in this import-
ant conservation measure where a small
V-notch is made in the tail of mainly female
lobsters before they're returned alive to
the sea to continue to breed and produce
young,” says BIM.

“By year-end, it’s
estimated that more
than 32,000 adult
female lobsters
caught by Irish
inshore fishers will
have a v-shaped
notch removed
from their tail by
trained BIM staff.”

The National
Inshore Fisher-
men’s Association
responded: “This
year our members
V-notched over
€6,000 worth of lobsters through a scheme
we administered for them. Other members

V-notched more through their local groups.”

The “V-notch’ marking is supported by
lation that makes it illegal to land, hold
or sell these lobsters. As a result, if they are
caught again they must be returned to the

sea. This allows the female lobsters to con-
tinue to reproduce and is helping maintain
and safe-guard Ireland’s lobster fishery.

“Great scheme that has worked for many
years and will keep the lobster fishery
sustainable into
the future,” said a
public comment
on the NIFA/NIFO
book page.
“These fishers are
showing their re-
spect for a fishery
. they depend on.
- Fair play to them
all.”

The Tralee

Oyster Fisher-

ies Society Ltd.

season runs from

September to

April. The Society

was established
and registered in 1979 and had an Oyster
Fishery Order vested in it in 1981. “We are
a non-profit Fishermen’s Co-op involving
78 boats and over 200 fishers. Our annual
catch ranges from 100 to 300 tonnes per
year, depending on the settlement level of
the spat/juveniles from four years previ-
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ously. Ensuring the protection of this stock
is of the highest priority to us, ensuring we
have one of the most sustainable seafood
products on the market. The Tralee Bay
Oyster fishery is one of the few self-seeding
Native Wild Irish Oyster Fisheries one of
the largest self-reproducing oyster beds in
Western Europe, which is something we
work extremely hard at protecting.

“Oyster fishing has taken place around
Tralee Bay for hundreds of years, in various
forms and is mentioned in literature in the
1850’s. The current fleet is based out of

Fenit Harbour, but most villages and town-
lands along the shore of the baj
The Spa, Kilfenora and Barrow have their
own stories and history related to oysters.
There are also oyster middens present in the
bay area which could possibly date back to
the Stone Age.

uch as

“It’s very possible”, the Society says on
its website, “that St Brendan, who was said
to have been born in Fenit, brought some
Tralee Bay Oysters with him on his voyage
across the Atlantic!™
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‘Tom Crean’ Makes its First Splash

The hull of Ireland’s new state-of-the-art marine research vessel, R}V
Tom Crean, was launched on Friday 19" November at Astilleros Armon
shipyard in Vigo, Spain.

The launch of the hull is a significant
milestone in the build process, with the
vessel on schedule to be completed in sum-
mer 2022. The build of the RV Tom Crean
received funding of €25 million from the
Department of Agriculture, Food and the
Marine, as approved by the Government of
Ireland.

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the

Marine, Charlie McConalogue T.D, said, “I
am pleased to note the significant progress
being made to date on the construction of
Ireland’s new marine research vessel, RV
Tom Crean, and welcome this significant
milestone in the construction project. This
new research vessel, when delivered in
2022, will be an important infrastructural
tool in acquiring data and information sup-

porting the sustainable management and
development of Ireland’s valuable marine
resource. The vessel will support key na-
tional and international programmes in fish
stock assessment, climate change related
research, environmental monitoring, seabed
mapping and marine spatial planning, sup-
porting the implementation of the Common
Fisheries Policy and delivery of the Nation-
al Marine Planning Framework and other
important marine related activities.”

His Excellency Frank Smyth, Ambassa-
dor of Ireland to Spain and Andorra, joined
Marine Institute Chairman Dr John Killeen
and Interim CEO Michael Gillooly to view
the hull of the 52.8 metre vessel glide into
the water.

Michael Gillooly, Interim CEO of the
Marine Institute said, “It is remarkable to
see the launch of the hull of the RV Tom
Crean today, which marks an important
stage in the construction of this modern,
multipurpose vessel. It will carry out a
wide range of marine research activities
including expanded fisheries surveys, sea-
bed mapping and marine spatial planning,
climate change related research, environ-
mental monitoring, deep water surveys, and
support increased research in the Atlantic
Ocean.

“The RV Tom Crean will enable the Ma-
rine Institute to continue to lead and sup-
port vital scientific surveys that contribute
to Ireland’s position as a leader in marine
science.”

The RV Tom Crean, which will replace
the 31 metre RV Celtic Voyager, will pro-
vide a year round service, enabling 300
operational days at sea each year, and up
to 3,000 scientist days of research per year.
The new research vessel will be a silent
vessel, capable of operating throughout the
Irish Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ). The
RV Tom Crean will be able to go to sea for
at least 21 days at a time and is designed to
operate in harsh sea conditions.

Based in Galway, the vessel will be used
by the Marine Institute, other state agencies
and universities to undertake multidisci-
plinary surveys. It will also maintain and
deploy weather buoys, observational infra-
structure and our Remotely Operated Vehi-
cle (ROV) Holland 1.

Ireland’s new marine research vessel has
been named the R} Tom Crean, after the
renowned seaman and explorer who under-
took three major ground breaking expedi-
tions to the Antarctic in the early years of
the 20th Century; which sought to increase
scientific knowledge and to explore un-
reached areas of the world, at that time.

Spanish shipyard Astilleros Armon Vigo
S.A. were awarded the contract to build Ire-
land’s new state-of-the-art marine research
vessel in 2019, following the completion of
the design by Norwegian ship design con-
sultants Skipsteknisk AS. The construction
of the new national research vessel contin-
ues on schedule and on budget in 2021.

“Help Map Ireland’s Marine Life”

- SFPA Call Out to Play a Role in Docu-

menting Fish Species in Irish Waters

Coinciding with World Fisheries Day on Nov 21st, the Sea-Fisheries
Protection Authority (SFPA), are asking the public and particularly
those in the fishing community to assist in efforts to gather more infor-
mation around the species of fish that come into Irish waters and add to
the knowledge bank on Ireland’s marine life.

Although 577 species have been re-
corded to date in Irish seas, more infor-
mation is sought as part of conservation
monitoring efforts. Further to that, a recent
UN Food and Agricultural (FAQO) report
highlighted that nearly a quarter of spe-
cies, monitored across the globe, are at
risk of overexploitation or on the verge of
depletion.

Closer to home, once commonly sight-
ed species such as Skates and Rays are
now facing challenges, according to Declan
Quigley, biologist, and Senior Port Officer
with the SFPA in Howth, Co Dublin.

“For instance, of the 33 recorded
species in Irish waters, nine are currently
regarded as threatened and a further six as
near threatened. Tracking this decline is a
challenge and one of the main difficulties
in assessing the on-going conservation
status, specifically of threatened Skates
and Rays, is the previous lack of reliable
species-specific data. Commercial fishers,
recreational anglers, citizen scientists, and
public aquaria have a very important role
to play in contributing to the conservation
of these threatened species in Irish waters.”

In addition to surveying patterns in
declining fish species, the public are being

asked to keep a look-out for species new
to Irish waters because much of the current
knowledge bank relates to “over the count-
er fish species” in fishmongers and super-
markets and fished commercially.

“We really want to build our knowl-
edge base around the non-commercial fish
species in Irish waters and to establish the
biology behind these species of fish that are
an important part of our National Marine
Biodiversity and of the overall marine
ecosystems,” said Mr. Quigley who has
published more than 423 fisheries related
research papers.

“There is a wonderful opportunity for
people, who regularly explore our coastline,
for those who are in our seas such as the
recreational scuba divers, not to mention
our 2,000 strong commercial fishing com-
munity and nearly half a million recreation-
al fisheries to be part of this great initiative
to map and record what species are vis-
iting our shores. Their contributions will
complement the work of Ireland’s marine
scientists.”

For a full list of the SFPA port offices,
please visit SFPA.ie
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THE MARINE TIMES INTERVIEW

The development at Castletownbere of a 46-year-old barge as a platform for marine innovation has
exciting possibilities, the Principal of BIM’s Castletownbere National Fisheries & Diving College

tells Deputy Editor, Tom MacSweeney.

From his office on the quay-
side at Castletownbere
Shane Begley takes me on a
barge journey from the former
Verolme Dockyard in Cork Har-
bour to Northern Ireland, Dub-
lin Port and Bere Island.

I’ve seen the barge outside Bere Island Boatyard,
across the waters of Castletownbere fishing port from his
office. The 46-year-old vessel, with a lot of nautical miles
under its hull, assumes a new identity as 1 hear about its
development leading to potential widespread beneficial
effects in the marine sphere.

Shane is Principal at the National Fisheries & Diving
College in the West Cork fishing port, originally opened
in 1999 as the second fisheries college in the country after
Greencastle in Donegal. He was then a staff instructor.

He is excited about what is being achieved in a three-
way liaison between Bord lascaigh Mhara, Bere Island
Boatyard and Daretech Technologies, a company in the
maritime sector hub at the Beaufort Building in Ringas-
kiddy, Cork Harbour, where a lot of marine research work
is going. He talks about the barge as a pilot project that
began two years ago when it was bought from Dublin Port
and towed to the island boatyard.

“We thought about how ‘green’ could we make it in
environmental terms as a diving platform and moved on
from that, starting from a blank sheet, marrying a lot of
innovation with a lot of forward thinking.”

The College, running Commercial Scuba and Surface
Supplied Diving Programmes, refurbished the barge to run
by a hybrid battery-powered system.

“This is the first known time such a system has been
used for marine training in Ireland and the results have
exceeded expectations. The project was a pilot to test the
viability of using a battery and generator-powered system
in a marine training environment. We set out to reduce the
carbon footprint and operational costs of the barge and
measure the emission offsets and possible cost savings.

It has a decompression chamber, surface-supplied diver
unit and welfare accommodation. Being run by the hybrid
battery system it is unique.”

Noise can be a problem in commercial diving work.
Shane describes how systems were devised to change this.
I’'m being told about amazing innovation and development
of marine technology on this old barge.

“What's exciting now that we’ve seen the results is that
we can begin to explore how the system might be applied
to other parts of the seafood industry such as aquaculture
feed barge vessels and possibly fishing vessels in the
future. A unique feature is that the power management of
the system, the battery and generator monitoring happens
remotely, more than 70 miles away.”

The European STREAM project, a collaboration on
both sides of the Irish Sea to bring together communities
to better understand the impact of climate change and
related technology usage is now linking into the Castle-
townbere barge project. This includes Swansea Univer-
sity, Waterford Institute of Technology, UCC, the Welsh
Government and the European Commission, developing
sensors capable of providing real-time environmental data
through web portals, mobile applications and mass-pro-
duced sensors for organisations responsible for protecting
and improving Welsh and Irish waters. Data collected will

be shared to keep coastal communities informed about the
local impacts of climate change.

“They want to put pumps and sensors on the barge, to
see how they work in the marine environment, solar panels
to improve battery =
power and we're
more than delight-
ed to be involved. |
Projects like these
will help the total
marine commu-
nity. We have
come a long way,
but there is more
to do and more
to achieve. This
barge can be used
as a proving site
for new marine
technology devel-
opments.”

The Depart-
ment of the
Marine has been
supportive since
the barge was
bought, he says. The overall cost of the project, moving the
barge to Cork and all the refurbishment and development
is between €350,000 and €400,000. The payback will be
over 8-10 years, with big savings, he says. “The lifespan
of the barge is another 20 years, so the whole project ends
up in the black as well as what we are learning and we now
have a platform that we can use, not just for diving, but
for marine development. There is a carbon emission offset
and this development has other possible applications in the
aquaculture sector, for fish farms, even for fishing vessels

in downtime when they are not actively fishing, using
the hybrid system which we are developing, to save and
improve battery dependency. There is huge potential.”

BIM has been teaching diving or many years. Com-
mercial diving
needs qualifica-
tions and there
is demand for
qualified divers.

“This project
can work 365
days a year.
With what we
have been able
to do so far, we
can go further
with this devel-
opment with
this innovation.
All this was
done locally on
the coast.”

Thatisa
good point
and underlines
coastal sustain-

ability, which BIM is focusing on.

“We have the expertise and ability locally and we’re
looking at, maybe, a marine technology apprenticeship for
local communities. This is where BIM is strong because
we reach local communities.

“Who knows where we can get to?” he asks, con-
cluding our chat. It is a question which will have an
exciting answer.
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A Tribute to Skipper Brian Crummey

by Richard Mc Cormick

any fishermen encountered during the course of a

lifetime impress you with their sheer strength of

character which helps them overcome seemingly in-
surmountable obstacles. The fishing industry abounds in such
personalities otherwise it could never flourish. One of these
was the Dun Laoghaire born Skipper Brian Crummey who was

.

Like other East Coast fishermen, Brian
and his younger brother Leo could hard-
ly fail to notice the large Milford Haven
side trawlers fishing locally and regularly
berthing in Dun Laoghaire Harbour. Leo
subsequently fished aboard them to gain
further experience. Brian’s first vessel, the
1960 BIM Meevagh Boatyard built Aird
Ailbhe was replaced in 1967 by the more
powerful 65 foot Norwegian trawler M.E V.
Nordkap. Her 230 H.P. Scania engine made
her eminently suitable for white fishing and
prawns, while her larger fish room proved
ideal for the Dunmore East winter pelagic
herring fishery.

Brian was a natural leader, uncompro-
mising in his standards and, with Jack
Doyle as Mate, M.F. V. Nordkap was as well
maintained as any yacht in Din Laoghaire
Harbour. BIM’s Chief Executive and Chair-
man, Brendan O’Kelly, quickly identified
Brian Crummey as a pioneering innova-
tor, willing to travel far afield to test and
adopt new technology to benefit the fishing
industry.

Brian was also a founder member of the
Irish Fisherman’s Organisation. As elected
[FO Chairman he was regularly quoted in
Arthur Reynold’s [rish Skipper and other
media informing the Irish public and pol-
iticians alike of the immense employment
potential of the fishing industry. Instigating
a peaceful 2-day blockade of Dublin Port
in 1982 to highlight the plight of the sector
was a challenging decision. Ultimately
dispersed by the military might of the
State, the blockade succeeded in generating
significant visibility for the rapidly evolving
Irish fishing industry.

I was privileged to crew aboard M. V.
Nordkap, the Swedish built M.F. V. Vin-
gafjiord skippered by John Poole and Leo
Crummey’s French built M.F.V. Quitte
ou Double in the late 1960’s and greatly

recently laid to rest in Dunmore East.

benefitted from the accumulated knowledge
of their experienced skippers and crews.

A genius at fine tuning trawl gear, Bri-

an’s ability to regularly earn good wages
ensured that he attracted highly motivated
crew, who recognised his innate fishing
skills and appreciated his honesty, integrity
and inherent decency.

Many like Denis Harding and Trevor
Simson left to skipper their own boats.
John Poole, Brian Lonergan and Mick Mc
Gillacuddy joined the new Killybegs RSW
pelagic trawlers. Declan Donohue now
trains fishermen on BIM’s Coastal Training
Units, while others flourished in seagoing
and shore based positions. Leo Crummey
settled in New Zealand and corresponded
until his death in 2019.

After successfully fishing and managing
a variety of other boats and witnessing the
M.FV. Pere Charles tragedy, Brian finally
came ashore in 2007 aged 70 to spend more
time with his wife Frances. A fond mem-
ory remains of his granddaughter Ciara’s
wedding in the Maritime Museum, where
at her request, a meticulously scaled replica
of MFV Nordkap had pride of place on the
altar. After the wedding, Brian presented
me with this beautifully crafted wooden
model made by the renowned Ringsend
Shipwright Joe Murphy, the last Foreman of
Dublin Port’s historic Diving Bell.

Despite the disruption of the Covid
pandemic, half a century after his top earn-
ing trawler MFV Nordkap graced Traders
Wharf, her model will go on display in a
bespoke case in Dun Laoghaire’s National
Maritime Museum as a fitting tribute to
Skipper Brian Crummey in his home port.
And Brian will always be remembered
by those privileged to work with him as a
pioneering fisherman and a thoroughly fine
gentleman.

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a h-anam dilis.

New Principal Appointed to National
Fisheries College at Greencastle

Garvan Meehan has been appointed Principal of the National Fisher-
ies College in Greencastle, Co. Donegal.

the services it offers to the seafood sector,
as well as overseeing capital investment
projects within the College.”

He brings a wealth of experience both
at sea and onshore to the post. A qualified
Chief Engineer with a BEng in Naval
Architecture, he has held posts as Chief
Engineer at sea and as a Marine Technical
Superintendent ashore. He was also previ-
ously a marine engineering skills instructor
with Bord Iascaigh Mhara.

Garvan also has a strong personal family
link to the facility. The building was built
by a local builder and furniture maker, who
was also Garvan’s maternal Grandfather.
BN ainounced his appoitment i In fact, a lot of the furniture is original.
the College where, it said, “he will play
a key role in the further development and
enhancement of the college curriculum and

“My desk was one of those supplied by
grandfather, which seems fitting,” he said.
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Clean Coasts Celebrates the Winners of the Love Your Coast Photography Competition

lean Coasts announced the win-

ners of the 12th Love Your Coast
photography competition during their
virtual awards ceremony that was
premiered on Friday, 12th of Novem-
ber on Clean Coasts’ social media
channels.

The L
the Clean Coasts programme. Ireland has some of the most

re Your Coast competition is an integral part of

spectacular and diverse coastlines in the world. For the past
12 years, the ‘Love Your Coast’ competition has been about
capturing the essence of the Irish coastline, its beauty, and
its diverse character. For the Love Your Coast 2021 compe-
tition, almost 1,300 entries were received — the most entries
the Love Your Coast competition has had to date.

Clean Coasts” Love Your Coast Photography awards
were held virtually for the second year in a row, where the
winning photographers for the Love Your Coasts Photog-
raphy competition were announced. The competition had
a prize fund of €5,000 for the amateur photographers com-
peting in five categories: Coastal Heritage, Coastal Land-
scape, People & the Coast, Wildlife & the
introduction of a brand-new Love Your Coast Category for
2021, Creativity and the Coast.

ast and the

The 50 best shots were shortlisted by the Love Your
Coast judges for an online gallery. ning images show-
cased the stunning coastlines of Wexford, Donegal, Water-

ford and Galway.

Declan Roche’s winning image from the Wildlife and
Underwater category, entitled Let Me Out, was the overall
winner for 2021 Love Your Coast photography competi-
tion. When asked about the image Roche said; “A regular

3

talking point with people getting their **5k™ exercise on

Wexford’s Marina during lockdown in 2021 was this Otter.

[ was there most days each week over a 6-week period, and
this shot with a shore crab in his mouth was one of my bet-
ter photos.”

Michael John O’Mahony, director of the Environmental
Education Unit said: “This is the 12th year of the competi-
tion and it has been very successful and very well received
photographs of
s more than

and we have seen some of the most amazir

our coast over the last number of years. This
just a photography competition: we are an island nation and
our coast and marine environment are incredibly important

00 volunteer groups who
are doing amazing work when it comes to managing and

to us. Clean Coasts has almost 2

protecting our marine environment, so these photographs
are a way for everybody to appreciate and celebrate our
coast and be inspired to get involved too.”

Clean Coasts would like to wish a huge congratulations
to Declan Roche and the rest of the prize winners and thank
all the entrants for submitting their photographs.

A gallery of the winning photographs can be found
on www.cleancoasts.org
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Code of Practice
Approved Surveyor

Nationwide Service

Ray@MarineSurvey.ie

086 2667188

O'HARA MARINE LTD

NAVAL ARCHITECTURE &
~~~"MARINE SURVEYING
Commercial Craft Services
*Fishing Vessel Code of Practice Surveys
*essel Design and Analysis
*Stability Books & Inclining Experiments
Submissions to WSO

ey
Gatbiugher Byos
7979 - 2079

&

e

8 [Eren ]

(Fish Merchants) Ltd.

KmLiyBEGS ~ Co. DONEGAL ~ IRELAND

TeL: 074 9731004 ~
EmaiL: fish@gallagherbros.ie WEB: www.gallagherbros.ie

Fax: 074 9731509

commercial diving

M: +353 (0} 86 4059426
E: niall@charamarine.com

W: www.charamarine.com

—

ATLANTIC MARINE SURVEY
Kevin O’Callaghan
Fishing Vessel Code
of Practice Surveyor

Pre Purchase Surveys

Evaluation Surveys

Insurance Assessment
Vessel Safety Manuals
New Build & Upgrade
Compass Adjustment

Mobile: 086 8913200

kevin@atlanticmarinesurvey.com

painting services

\%
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GP Marine

Marine Engineers
GP MARINE COMMERCIAL DIVING CONTRACTOR

Fully HSA compliant & insured
commercial diving contractors
Services include:

e Prop & Thruster clearance

e Sea chest cleaning

e Hull surveys

e Harbour & Marina Surveys

¢ HD underwater video reporting

marine@gracepools.co.uk

+353 (0) 87 6814034 (IRE)
+44 (0) 7516 419147 (UK)

Find us on

O] flin

www.gracepools.co.uk

-
PAINTING

* MARINE PAINTING
* PAINT SPRAYING
s POWER WASHING

[Contact: Glen Campbell
Call: 086 1567411

E: gcmpainting@hotmail.com

propellers

Jimmy Walsh ,

B SOLAS' ¥R5Y2 WMERCURY® $ SUZUKI

The One Stop Prop Shop
Rosslare Harbour, Co Wexford.
Tel: 086 3707499

Email: jimmy@onestoppropshop.ie

www.onestoppropshop.ie

» pr()p&EI"c’sm

Marine Engineering

= Propeller Sales & Repairs
= Fropeller Repitching

u Propelier Rebalancing

= [ynamic Balancing

m Stemn Gear Sales

Engine & Hull Repairs
Steel Fabrication

Welding Specialists

mamne ©YAMAHA

m C. Gallagher Marine

C. Gallagher Marine Ltd.
Killybegs, Ireland

- Caterpillar Dealer -
Maintenance, Refurbishment,
Engine & Part Sales

Castrol Agents
Supplier of all types of
Marine Lubrication Oils

Crane & Forklift Hire

Nationwide Delivery

Tel: 074 97312317

con@congallaghermarine.com
www.congallaghermarine.com

A wide range of
Z bronze pumps
& a large selection of
spare parts in stock

Irish distributor for

Azcue pumps

Tel: 028-21907
M: 087-9600303
osheamarine2@gmail.com

ships agents

MARINE SERVICES LTD.
Shore Road, Killybegs, Co. Donegal, Ireland

Shore Based Facilities * Stevedores
Fish Transport * Marine Oil Provision
Repairs ¢ Cargo Handling

Tel: +353 74 9731417
Fax: + 353 74 9731864
VHF: CH14
Email: info@sinbadmarine.com

Web: www.sinbadmarine.com

At the Heart of South Leinster

Higher Diploma in Business
in FISHERIES & AQU___ACULTURE

—

B

One year part-time postgraduate course
- formerly Aquabusiness

- at Wexford Campus

via online / blended learning

Apply now for September 2021.

Contact
aquabus@bim.ie
janette.davies@itcarlow.ie
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Fig 3. Unusually coloured GSD captured by the MFV Eblana
in the Central Irish Sea (October 2021).
Fig 4. Melanistic GSD (Valentia, Co Kerry, 02.09.2017) Pho-
to Rosemary Hill.

Fig 5. Leucistic GSD (Hollyhead Bay, Irish Sea, 20.10.2010).

Fig 6. GSD egg case (Photo Sarah Varian).

Fig 7. Specimen GSD, 7.82 kg, captured by eter Schiffer
off Wicklow, July 2013 (Photo Kitt Dunne, www.wicklow-
boatcharters.ie).

Greater Spotted Dogfish (Scyliorhinus stellaris)

- more or less

Report by Declan Quigley

On the 5th of October 2021, the MFV Eblana (D397) [Skipper: Brendan Lynch] (Fig. 1) captured five
unusually coloured Greater Spotted Dogfish (Scyliorhinus stellaris) [GSD] exhibiting large widely dis-
persed dark leopard-like spots while demersal trawling at a depth of 99 m in an area known as “The
Peaks” in the central Irish Sea off Co Wicklow (ICES VIla, 35E4; 53.0333°N, 5.5347°W).

One of the retained specimens was a mature male, invertebrates and fish.
measuring 103 cm total length (TL) and weighing 5 kg.
Another darker coloured mature male measuring 105 cm
TL and weighing 6 kg exhibiting densely distributed small
dark spots was captured in the same haul (Flgﬁ 2-3). Both
of these unusually coloured
specimens were donated to
the Natural History Museum
in Dublin.

Although the dorsal
colouration of GSD is
normally sandy-brown or
greyish-brown with sparely
distributed large rounded dark '
blotches, the species frequent- [l
ly exhibits a variable range of
phenotypic colouration pat-
terns, most likely reflecting
adaptation to specific local

environments. Exceptionally Fig 1. MEV Eblana (D379). uied s Whelk Batt Unkaon
black (melanistic) specimens Fig 2. Andy Nealon (MFV Eblana) with two unusually co- 3 .

= loured GSD (October 2021). quantities are also utilized
have occasionally been re- .

. . either fresh or dried-salted

corded (Fig. 4). There is only f :
or human consumption.

one known record of a pure
white (leucistic) specimen, S \
which most likely represented ! | B
a genetic mutation rather than _, ‘
environmental colour adapta- | S
tion (Fig. 5).

Male and female GSD reach maturity ata TL of 77-79
cm. The oviparous females lay a single egg capsule (Fig. 6)
at a time per oviduct (possibly 9-41 egg capsules are laid
throughout the year), either
attached to macro-algae
in the subtidal or extreme
lower intertidal, or on sessile
invertebrates in deeper water.
Fully formed juveniles hatch
from the egg capsules after
{ 9-12 months ata TL of 10-18
c¢m. The maximum reported
age for GSD is 19 years.

Due to their low commer-
cial value, GSD are gener-
ally discarded at sea (most
likely with a relatively high
survival rate), or landed and

Although not specifical-
ly targeted, GSD are not
infrequently captured and are
now generally released alive
by increasingly conserva-
tion-minded recreational
anglers (Fig. 7). Over the last
63 years (1958-2020), the
Irish Specimen Fish Com-
mittee (ISFC) has ratified
| atotal of 572 specimens
weighing =7.257 kg (Fig. 8).
In the interests of promoting
the species conservation, an
alternative minimum qual-
ifying TL of 125 ¢m (along
with photographic evidence)
was introduced by the ISFC
during 2016. Although spec-
imen-size GSD have been
captured from all around the
coast, over 73% were record-
ed from the south-west (Cork
& Kerry), particularly from
Valentia (25%) and Kenmare
Bay (24%).

The current ISFC GSD

The Greater Spotted Dog-
fish, also known colloquially
as Bullhuss or Nursehound,
ranges from southern Norway
(North Sea) to southern
Portugal (and possibly
NW Africa), as well as the
Mediterranean Sea. How-
ever, despite its widespread
distribution, relatively little
is known about its biology
compared with its smaller
relative, the Lesser Spotted
Dogfish (LSD) S. canicula.

GSD are the largest species
of catshark (Scyliorhinidae)
in the NE Atlantic, with a
maximum recorded TL and
weight of 190 cm and 10.801
kg respectively. The species

. . Figure 8. Annual numbers of specimen GSD 27.257 kg (ISFC 1958-2020)
is generally found in rela- N=5T2

1 35 T.50
tively shallow coastal rocky e record. weighing 10,801

habitats with algal canopy g | 6.50 ; .

cover, at depths of 1-60 m 10 ke, wz];&. ca;gur;d - !flen.—
(but possibly down to 800 m), E 257 - ::2 Ej Smear:;mi);,r 230381:?}23 Ell;l::_gnt
At PRGAL to Leeur & sl ;2" . ::g Eﬁ Br]i:::ish GSD recé)rd weigh-
aggregations. The species can ‘E 350 % ine 10.092 ke. was ,ca fured
acclimatize to relatively low £ 1 j:ﬂ E oﬂgMiﬁehea?Somer:;t
salinities and is occasionally ~ # 10 i 200 & (Bristol Chan,nel) @
found in estuarine waters. . 130, 1981% &
Acoustic tagging studies _ | | | | h I :.:3 '

indicate that GSD use differ- 01"_'_'_;"__'___'_ T st e ) ,,'.,.N e 0

ent habitats within a small 28533338 5EE § § z § § R

Declan is always inter-
ested in receiving reports about unusual and rarely
recorded species captured in Irish waters (declanquig-
ley2021@gmail.com; WhatsApp: 087-6458485).

home range, moving between
different rock refuges between nocturnal and diurnal cycles.
GSD are generalist predators that feed on a wide range of
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news from the PortSide

editor@marinetimes.ie

Shell Partners with Simply Blue Group to
Develop Western Star Floating Wind Project

Shell has signed an agreement with Irish leading blue economy developer
Simply Blue Group to acquire a 51% share of their Western Star venture,
which seeks to develop a floating wind farm off the Clare coast. This follows
a similar agreement earlier this year to jointly develop the Emerald floating
wind project off the south coast of Ireland. The Western Star Joint Venture
will be developed by Simply Blue Group personnel and Shell floating wind
experts, with the project office based at Simply Blue Group Headquarters in
Cork.

Val Cummins, Managing Director & Director, Simply Blue Group, Gordon Shearer, Commer-
cial Manager Offshore Wind, Shell, and Hugh Kelly, Co-Founder & Chief Commercial Direc-
tor, Simply Blue Group, at Loop Head lighthouse for the official announcement of Simply
Blue Group'’s JV Partnership with Shell on the Western Star floating wind project.

project, which is why we have chosen to
work with Simply Blue Group.”

The project aims to harness the vast
floating wind potential in the Atlantic
Ocean off the west coast of Ireland. The

s | Hugh Kelly, Co-Founder and Chief
joint venture will seek to co-develop up to

Floating wind technology can be
installed in deeper waters than fixed wind
turbines allowing this project to be placed
35km — 60km offshore, keeping visual
impact to a minimum. The first phase of the
project could include between 15SMW and
18MW turbines. The assembly, installation
and deployment of these turbines could
stimulate hundreds of high-quality jobs in
the local supply chain. Long-term opera-
tions and maintenance of the turbines will
also require local skills and services to
support this industry.

New Pilot Boat ‘Port
Lairge’ received by
Port of Waterford

In 2019 the Port of Waterford
Company commissioned a new
Pilot Boat on November 19" 2021
it has been received by the Port of
Waterford crew at the Dunmore
East pontoon.

The new state of the art vessel is a
15-metre interceptor which has been
christened ‘Port Lairge’ a name of well
known maritime heritage in Waterford.
The previous namesake was a much-loved
steam-powered dredger that served on the
Suir for over 70 years until the 1980s.

Port of Waterford currently operates two
pilot boats, one based in Dunmore East
at the primary boarding position and one
in Passage East. The new vessel replaces
the ‘Dun Mor’ a purpose-built pilot boat,
designed and built by Halmatic in 1996,
The new all-weather boat will provide safer
working conditions for pilotage personnel.
The vessel is self-righting and capable of
recovering if capzsized by a large breaking
wave.

Taking delivery of the new vessel
Capt Darren Doyle, Harbourmaster, Port
of Waterford, said, “We along with the
maritime community here in Waterford are
delighted with the new addition to the fleet
of Port vessels.

The work of the pilot crew is highly
skilled and it requires a state-of-the-art
vessel to ensure that this work can be
carried out year-round in all weather
conditions.

Shipping companies are commissioning
deeper vessels for larger cargo loads
and therefore the requirement of a well-
equipped vessel for our skilled Pilot crew
is essential in order for them to be able to
carry out the operational and navigational
requirements to get these vessels in and out
of port safely.”

Training on the new vessel will now take
place with the 4 person pilot boat crew at
the Port and the Port Lairge will officially
enter service in the coming week as the Dun
Mor is retired.

Piloting the new vessel on her maiden
voyage to the pontoon at Dunmore East
following the completion of her sea trials
was boatbuilder Frank Kowalski MD of
Safehaven Marine in Youghal. She is the
48th pilot boat Safehaven have supplied to
ports globally. Port Lairge is powered by a
pair of Scania D13 500hp engines, has an
operational speed of over 25 knots and can
carry five pilots and two crew in comfort.

The vessel will be berthed at the
Pontoon in Dunmore East. The new vessel
offers a reduction in fuel emissions and
is a more sustainable boat for the Port of
Waterford. For further details see www.
portofwaterford.com

1.35GW in total: 300MW-450MW in the
first phase with 700MW-900MW to follow.
This is equivalent to powering over one
million Irish homes.

Hessel de Jong, Offshore Wind General
Manager Europe, Shell, said: “Shell has a
clear ambition to be a net-zero emissions
energy business by 2050, in step with
society. We aim to provide more renewable
power to consumers and businesses alike.
Working alongside coastal communities
to create shared value is key to success for
both the Western Star floating wind project

Commercial Director, Simply Blue Group,
said, “There is tremendous wind potential
off the West Coast of Ireland and Simply
Blue Group are delighted to partner once
again with Shell to jointly develop the
Western Star project. The project will utilise
floating offshore wind technology to pro-
duce zero-carbon electricity and will greatly
help Ireland progress towards a green
energy future with domestically sourced
sustainable electricity delivering both
environmental and economic benefits to

the entire country. Simply Blue Group are
committed to developing floating offshore

Coastal Atlas of Ireland Wins Best Irish
Published Book of the Year 2021

The Coastal Atlas of Ireland has won TheJournal.ie Best Irish Pub-
lished Book of the Year 2021. TheJournal.ie Best Irish-published award
was set up to reward the excellence of native publishing and submitted
titles must emanate from an Irish-based publishing house, with the pub-
lic asked to vote on a shortlist of titles.

Published by Cork University Press,
organised into six sections, comprising a

and its people be in 2200, or even next
year, and what will its different landscapes

and the previously announced Emerald wind projects in Ireland.”

Pictured at the Dunmore East pontoon taking receipt of the new Port of Waterford Pilot
Boat the 'Port Lairge’ are from left; Captain Darren Doyle Port of Waterford, Joefy Murphy
from Dunmore East, John Glody from Dunmore East and Sean Whitty from Passage East.

total of 33 chapters, with 950 pages The
Coastal Atlas of Ireland is a
comprehensive and author-
itative tribute to Ireland’s
spectacular coast. With
contributions from over one
hundred scholars and ex-
perts in a range of diverse
fields, from geography to
biology to archaeology,
geology, and history, the
Atlas is the only single
publication to explore
the coast of Ireland

as a whole, from

both the physical and
social perspectives.

Edited by Robert Devoy, Val Cummins,
Barry Brunt, Darius Bartlett & Sarah
Kandrot, the atlas presents views of the
island’s coastal future: where will the coast

look like. It features hundreds of original
maps and beautiful illustrations, carefully
elected to bring the text to life.

: The Atlas examines the
importance of the coastal
zone to Ireland across a
range of themes, including
tourism and recreation,

B fishing, aquaculture, energy,
~ ports and linked industries. It
explores these themes across
< both space and time, from the

impacts of Quaternary glaci-
Y ation on the Irish landscape to
the future impacts of climate
warming on coastal communities
and Irish society. Visually stun-

* ning, accessible and an academic

tour de force, the Atlas will resonate with
everybody who has a connection to Ireland
and anybody with an interest in coasts.
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Aquaculture Innovation Studio
Attracts Start-Ups from Varied

Backgrounds

A total of 9 start-ups with backgrounds in areas including engineer-
ing, IT and farming took part in BIM’s Innovation Studio at the RDI
Hub in Killorglin recently.

At the BIM and Hatch Irish Aquatech Community Day at the RDI Hub in Killorglin: Jim

0'Toole, CEO BIM with Kevin Honan, Innovation and Development Director, BIM; Wayne
Murphy, COO Hatch; Brian Quinn, Wellfish Diagnostics;Tanja Hoel, Innovation Manager at
Hatch; Tom Prins, Director of Investment at Aquaspark; Einar Wathne, former CEO of Car-
gill Aquanutrition; Terri Smith, Enterprise Ireland; Kate Dempsey, Aqualicense

The programme, formerly known as
BIM’s Aquaculture Accelerator, is run by
BIM in partnership with global accelerator
Hatch and took part as an in-person event
over two weeks.

To date, 38 such start-ups have taken part
in BIM’s Innovation Studios, raising more
than €9million and generating more than 40
jobs in aquatech in Ireland.

An Aquatech Community Day was held
during this year’s Innovation Studio at
which Minister for Agriculture, Food and
the Marine, Charlie McConalogue T.D.
gave the opening address.

Guests at the Open Day event included
aquaculture industry members, Irish and
international investors, government repre-
sentatives and the 2021 Innovation Studio
participants plus alumni.

Speaking to the audience via a live-
streamed video, Minister McConalogue re-
ferred to how major technological advances
have been recurring features in our history
and how this emerging innovation and new
technology focus for the aquaculture indus-
try is already transforming the industry, on
this island and around the world.

The Minister also spoke of the role the
Innovation Studios are playing to help
achieve the ambitious goals set out in his
Department’s Food Vision 2030 Strategy,
namely ‘Attract global investment in aqua-
culture technology ' and to ‘Promote Ireland
as a knowledge base for aquaculture tech-

nology and research and attract investment
on our knowledge base’.

Jim O Toole, CEO BIM, presented
on the future of aquaculture in Ireland,
highlighting Ireland’s unique and fortu-
nate position to have a young, skilled and
dynamic population, where the average age
is 38 and where almost 6 in every ten adults
has a third level education.

The continued purpose of BIM’s In-
novation Studios is to create a dynamic
environment for start-ups with new ideas
for aquatech where they can innovate,
experiment and test their ideas with leading
experts from backgrounds in aquaculture,
finance and marketing. The Studios are also
giving these start-ups access to funding
from venture capital - where they can
secure early-stage funding quickly — and
where they can quickly and with agility fill
gaps in the global aquaculture market. The
fastest growing protein sector in the world.

BIM is currently working to create a
dedicated Irish Aquaculture Fund to further
support the growing aquatech businesses
that have already taken part in their Innova-
tion Studios. Hatch are also in the process
of raising a €75million fund for global
aquaculture innovation.

The Innovation Studio is supported by
the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund
and is helping to nurture early-stage ideas
in aquatech.

IFA AQUACULTURE

In her monthly column, IFA’s Aquaculture Executive,
Teresa Morrissey, discusses the issue - Will Irish Aqua-
culture be key to future Food Security?

we to eat?

There is increased focus on where our
food comes from, how it’s produced, on
food production systems and the distance
food exports travel around the world. There
is ever- increasing pressure here in Ireland
on the agricultural sector to reduce produc-
tion with the Climate Action Bill, Nitrates
Directive and the Common Agricultural
Policy (CAP) all unfairly pointing towards
reducing current agri-production levels in
an effort to mitigate potential emissions.

Likewise, we also see a reduction in the
Irish fishing fleet due to reduced quota, an
issue well documented by this publication
and rightly so.

Some of the outcomes of COP26 in
Glasgow earlier this month highlighted the
issue of carbon leakage between countries
and indeed sectors. If less food is produced
in Ireland, more food will need to be pro-
duced elsewhere, likely in countries with a
higher carbon footprint.

So Where Does This
Leave Irish Aquaculture?

While we are seeing increased pres-
sure on other food producing sectors,
the world still needs to eat healthy food,
particularly the world needs more than
ever sustainable sources of protein. Both
fisheries and agriculture have a major
role to play and are more than willing to
play their part in this regard.

Irish Aquaculture also has its role to
play in providing sustainable, carbon effi-
cient seafood — which it has already been
proven to be very good at, in producing
a high-quality product recognised around
the world and there is an ambition among
industry to further develop this. However,
true political backing is needed for Irish
Aquaculture to really play its part and
provide the food security that is needed into
the future.

The final report of the Seafood Taskforce
which was published last month, recom-
mended a proposed €60m. fund for Irish
Aquaculture being made available for ini-
tiatives in the Irish Aquaculture sector. The
report describes the Government’s ambition
to ‘Develop Irish aquaculture to mitigate
against the negative impacts of Brexit that

Food Security -
What Are We to Eat?

In light of recent media coverage on food pro-
duction systems and its potential climate impacts
around the world, it begs the question — What are

have been most pronounced in other
sectors of the Irish seafood industry.” This
represents an opportunity to invest in
developing the Irish Aquaculture industry,
fulfil the ambition to assist in providing
food security and also offers mitigation
against the negative impacts that have
occurred in other sectors of the seafood
industry due to Brexit.

The true test of these recommendations
for Irish Aquaculture will only be borne
out in the actions that should follow to
allow such proposed initiatives to become
a reality.

IFA Aquaculture AGM
To Take Place Online in
February

It was hoped the IFA Aquaculture
AGM would take place in person in
February 2022 at a suitable venue -
should Government restrictions allow.

In light of continued uncertainty of
Covid restrictions the [FA Aquaculture
Committee has decided to host the IFA
Aquaculture AGM online in February.
This is in order to facilitate ease of plan-
ning.

Should Covid restrictions allow for
larger in-person events closer to the time
we may look at that option as it is pre-
ferred to meet in person if at all possible.

Elections

The 2-year term of the current IFA
Aquaculture Committee is currently
coming to an end and elections may be
held for any vacancies on the commit-
tee that may arise.

Notice of the AGM and all relevant
documents will be circulated to members
no later than 14 days in advance of the
AGM as per IFA Aquaculture rules.

Looking forward to, hopefully, seeing
you all in person in February 2022!

IFA Aquaculture would like to
wish all its members, stakehold-
ers and supporters of the sector
aVery Happy Christmas and a
bright New Year for 2022!
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Comhdhaiil Oiledin na hEire-
ann has long been keen to start an
‘Islanders’ Youth Forum’.

The Board was really impressed with
the number of young people who attended
workshops on housing and visioning the
future for islands — as well as the positivity
and foresight expressed in their input. The
‘Islands Youth Forum” will be a way for
younger islanders to meet, albeit virtually
for the moment, discuss issues and have
some fun. As the youth ARE the future, it is
so important that they are heard so we are
keen to get their ideas on a range of island
issues. More details are on the Comhdhail
Facebook page.

Football Will Be Back!

I am sure that islanders and visitors
have been missing the annual Inter-Islands
football competition which has been can-
celled for the past two years due to Covid
restrictions. Good news, everybody! The
competition will be held, all being well, the
weekend of the 21* of May on Bere Island.
The organising committee is determined
to make this an extra-special event so keep
your eyes peeled for more details.

Tidy Islands

Once again, West Cork scooped the Tidy
Towns Island awards. For 13 consecutive
years Bere has been named as overall Is-
lands winner — that’s some record! Sherkin
Island was named as Highly Commended,
so congratulations there as well. Sherkin’s
score has increased year-on-year and this
year there was only 5 points in the differ-
ence - | have it from a reliable source that
Bere had better watch their backs!

Tory Island Planning Officer

Great news for Tory Island as well:
Seanan Mac Aoidh of Caiseal na gCorr, Do-

he latest developments on the offshore islands

reported by Rhoda Twombly,

Secretary Comhdhail Oiledn na hEireann,

the Islands’ Federation.

Giving Youth Their Voice

in Island Decisions

Greetings to all the islands
and lovers of the islands ....

negal has been appointed as their Language
Planning Officer which is a big help in
finalising their language plan. Importantly,
Tory’s Scoil Naomh Cholmchille has been
given approval to advance to the tender pro-
cess for an extension to the school, which
will provide two extra classrooms.

Island Business

Combhar na Oilean is currently organising
training sessions for all those involved in
local business and/or social and commu-
nity development. There is a wide range
of session topics from Strategy and Busi-
ness Planning, Branding, Marketing, and
Idea Generation to name a few. The series
of workshops will run from December 1
through February 2022 and as noted by
Combhar’s CEO, Maire Ui Mhaolain, “The
training is very participant based and deals
with actual experiences rather than the usu-
al training format.” For more information
on this programme please contact Maire at
099-75096.

Christmas is creeping up on us and [
would encourage all to visit their island
markets and shops, not to mention online
businesses, for locally produced gifts. Not
only is it vital to support our island artisans
especially during these difficult times, but
there is a lot of fine, healthy and prize-win-
ning crafts out there. Jumpers, jackets,
paintings, seaweed products, cheese and
fudge, gin and whiskey to name just a few.
All producers will appreciate your purchase
— as will the recipient of your gift. And
while we’re at it, don’t forget the Lifeboats
— please, where possible, purchase RNLI
cards and gifts and donate to this vital
service.

Till next time, from Comhdhail
Oiledin na hEireann, stay safe, stay local,
Happy Christmas and New Year.

Slan from the islands.

Bere Island - awarded Ireland’s tidiest island for the 13th consecutive year!

Are Seagulls Losing the Run

of Themselves?

Niall Hatch of BirdWatch Ireland discuss-

B"'dwatch Ireland es the complaints about Seagulls and

protecting birds and biodiversity points out that every Gull isn’t a Seagull

In recent years, and especially over the past 12 months, BirdWatch Ireland has
been inundated with emails, letters, phone calls and social media messages about
gulls in urban areas. Many of these are complaints, others are expressions of con-
cern and some are from people who want to know how to help these birds. Dublin
and Waterford are the cities most frequently mentioned to us, though reports have
also come in from many other cities and towns across the country.

So, what is going on? Well, part of it is
what scientists refer to as “confirmation
bias”. Gulls have always been a feature
of urban locations in Ireland, particular-
ly in areas close to the coast, and their
appearance in places such as Dublin, Cork,
Limerick, Galway and Waterford is nothing
new. In many cases, people may have sub-
consciously overlooked the gulls, but they
have always been there. Once they hear
others discussing them or read news reports
about them, suddenly they, too, start to spot
gulls and believe that this is something that
began just recently.

Now, while the presence of gulls in
our coastal cities is nothing new, some
of their behaviour certainly is, and these
behavioural changes are perhaps the main
reason that people are concerned or un-
happy with the birds” presence. There are
really two major issues, which need to be
considered separately. One is the increasing
number of gulls — and a species called the
Herring Gull, in particular — nesting on ur-
ban rooftops. The other is the fact that some
gulls have learned to associate humans with
food and are begging or even stealing it
from people as they eat outdoors.

I'1l address both of these phenomena
shortly, but before I do, I would like you to
notice that, until this point, I have deliber-
ately avoided using the term “seagull™. This
is because, while all of our Irish gull species
are often keen to live in coastal and marine
habitats, and indeed some do so exclusively,
many are by no means compelled to be near
seawater. Some, such as the Black-headed
Gull, the Lesser Black-backed Gull and the
aforementioned Herring Gull, habitually
travel and even breed well inland, feed-
ing along our inland waterways and often
occurring well away from water. A catch-all
term like “seagull” is misleading, therefore,
and can lead people mistakenly to believe
that encountering a gull away from the
coast is a cause for concern. It also masks
the fact that Ireland is home to over a dozen
different species of gull, all of which have
their own distinct appearances, habitats and
behaviours.

With increasing numbers of gulls nesting
on rooftops in some areas, we are seeing
them coming into conflict with people
as never before. Many object to the loud
calls that they make, especially early in the
morning, and also to their territorial nature:
gulls are very protective parents, and will
swoop and scream at any human whom
they think is too close to their nest. This has
even led to calls for gulls to be culled in
some locations; something that, it’s import-
ant to point out, would be illegal under both

national and EU law.

This antisocial nesting behaviour only
occurs during the summer months. The
phenomenon of urban feeding, however, is
a year-round problem. A small minority of
Herring Gulls, in particular, have learned
that humans often have food, and also that
our overflowing bins and black plastic
refuse sacks can provide easy meals. Their
aggressive behaviour is understandably
worrying to people.

These are not signs of birds that are
thriving, or that are “losing the run of them-
selves”, as politicians and the media often
put it. Rather, they are the signs of species
in crisis. Far from increasing in number,
as many people assume, Ireland’s Herring
Gulls have suffered a decline of 90% over
the course of just 30 years. As their off-
shore nesting islands have become overrun
with non-native predators, such as rats and
mink, and as increasing numbers of human
visitors have been traipsing through their
breeding colonies, so some have decided
that tall buildings — or ‘urban islands’, as
they must see them — are a safer bet for
their precious eggs and chicks. To com-
pound their woes, as our marine ecosystems
deteriorate, fish disappear, plastic pollution
abounds and climate change disrupts ocean
currents, so they must resort to scavenging
food in our towns and cities.

The gulls themselves are not the prob-
lem. Their rapidly changing behaviour is in-
stead a symptom of a much larger problem,
and clear evidence of an ecological crisis
that is poised to affect the lives and liveli-
hoods of us humans too, as well as many
other species. Rather than bow to pressures
for apparent ‘quick-fix’ solutions such
as culls and nest destruction, Bird Watch
Ireland is urging government to protect the
gull’s nesting grounds, to reduce emissions,
to eliminate plastic pollution, to support our
marine ecosystems and to realise that the
gulls are shouting a warning to us that we
would be fools not to heed. We also urge
people not to feed gulls, so that they don’t
learn to associate our species with easy
hand-outs and retain their healthy natural
wariness of us.

At the end of the day, it’s not the gulls’
behaviour that is the real problem . . .

It’s ours....

Ireland’s birds need your help. If you would
like to support efforts to conserve and protect both
them and their habitats, please become a member of
BirdWatch Ireland, Ireland’s largest and most active
conservation charity. With Christmas on the horizon,
it’s worth noting that BirdWatch Ireland membership
also makes a great gift. For full details, please visit
www.birdwatchireland.ie
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Danny Murphy RIP
By Carol Gilbert

The flotilla of boats escorting Danny Murphy to
his final resting place on Friday, November 5", were
testament to the high regard and stance the Heir
Island and Skibbereen man was held in.

Danny was one of the founder members of Skibbereen
Rowing Club and remained committed to the very success-
ful club over the years. So it was fitting that members of the
club, including Olympian, Fintan McCarthy, formed the van-
guard of his escort. They were joined by West Cork ferries,
and small boats along the route which was lined at piers and
slips with others paying their respect.

Danny died unexpectedly on November 2nd, following a
tragic accident. His final voyage began down the Ilen River
from Old Court, to Heir Island and concluded at Cunnamore
Pier.

Danny Murphy had been a committed community man all
his life. He was one of those brave men who was on call the
night the oil tanker, the Betelgeuse, exploded in Bantry Bay
in January 1979 with a massive loss of life.

Following this tragedy, a new commercial marine en-
terprise was born, Aquaculture in the form of mussel lines
cultivation.

Danny started his farm in Roaringwater Bay a decade
later and fought for the infrastructure needed to develop this
industry which would grow to sustain up to 100 jobs in a
calendar year by meeting with five different Ministers for
the Marine. Funding was finally awarded in 1996 to build a
pier to service the men who built their businesses around that
industry. Today that same industry is being farmed by a third
generation,

Danny Murphy also founded and chaired one of Ire-
land’s first lobster conservation co-operatives, which is still
v-notching lobsters along our South West coast. Today this
has in turn created one of the largest fishermen’s organisa-
tions at the time, i.e., the Southwest Inshore Fishermen’s
Association which had 300 registered and paid up members
and successfully lobbied for the addition of 7000 GTs for
unregistered vessels in the Irish fleet. This subsequently
saw another sector being created, the P-licence that allows
410 families continue their tradition of fishing using pots all
around our coastline.

Danny also fought for the electrification of Heir Island
and the piping of mains water into Heir Island in the early
1970s.

Danny as a ferry man, skippered the ferry boat, “Boy
Colm” sailing from Heir Island to Cunnamore, Sherkin and
Baltimore. He owned the angling and ferry boat the "Nor-
vic”, jointly with his son Daniel and delighted in showing
marine wildlife to young and old for over twenty years.

Danny Murphy was part of the legacy of men who
manned small craft when pickings were lean. But he had the
vision and tenacity to improve conditions for others.

He was a very sociable man too, a great dancer, nimble of
feet and danced the night away on many occasions.

He was an avid fisherman and instilled his love of the sea,
his belief in fairness and respect for others to his family. He
was immensely proud of the achievements of his children
and his extended family.

It was at Cunnamore Pier the last time | met him. He
always was the utmost respectful although there was always
a glint of mischief in his eyes and a smile on his lips which
would often explode into laughter.

The Marine Times extend their deepest sympathy to
Danny Murphy’s family and friends.

news from CaStletOwnb ere

Helen Riddell

Christmas in Castletownbere

The Castletownbere Development Association will
host a Christmas market at St Peter’s Church on Sun-
day December 5™ from 11.00am to 3.00pm. Anyone who
would like to pitch a stall in the grounds of St Peters
(the inside is already fully booked) is asked to text San-
dra on 087 2927534, The town Christmas lights will also
be switched on the same evening.

On Sunday December 12" a drive through Santa visit
will take place at the pier side of St Peter’s Gardens. To
book a spot, text 086 8959321 with your name, car regis-
tration, child’s name, gender and age. The cost is €7 and
bookings will be taken up until Monday December 6,

The annual fundraising Christmas Jumper event will
take place at O’Sheas Bar, Castletownbere on Saturday De-
cember 18" at 8pm. The annual St Stephen’s Day Treasure
Hunt challenge will take place on Sunday December 26™.

New Cable Car and Visitor Centre for
Dursey Island

An Bord Pleanala has given the go ahead to Cork
County Council for a new cable car and visitor centre
for Dursey Island.

e Tre =
Dursey Island cable car - Anne Marie Cronin Photography
The existing cable car system brings just over 20,400

visitors to Dursey annually, Cork County Council had
proposed a cap of 100,000 for the new system, however,
An Bord Pleanala has put a cap of 5,000 visitors per month
during the busy tourist months. The new two cable car
system will also include a visitor centre and interpretative
centre on the mainland with an 84 seat café and al00 space
car park.

An Bord Pleanala gave the go-ahead in spite of a
recommendation by a senior planning inspector to refuse
planning permission on the basis that “the scale of the
development is excessive and as proposed, would enable a
significant increase in visitor numbers, risking unsustain-
able impacts to the highly sensitive ecological environ-
ment.”

An Bord Pleanala said that the 5,000 per month visitor
number cap and additional measures proposed to protect
the biodiversity in the vicinity of the cable car and on the
island would address the inspector’s concerns.

The original cable car was erected in 1969 and is Ire-
land’s only cable car, part of the conditions attached to the
planning permission specify that the existing cable car is
preserved at a location on the site.

Castletownbere RNLI Fundraising Raffle

Castletownbere RNLI’s fundraising branch are hold-
ing a raffle to win a framed limited edition of Roancar-
rig Lighthouse by artist Ian Strachan.

The closing date for donations is Monday December 20™
at midday, the draw will take at 6pm that evening, live on
the Castletownbere RNLI Facebook page. To purchase a
ticket see: www.justgiving.com/fundraising/castletownber-
ernli

Tidy Towns

In the 2021 SuperValu Tidy Towns competition
Castletownbere was awarded a total of 320 points out of
470.

The town has been taking part in the competition for 40
years, and the adjudicator commented on how it has helped
to create good community spirit and helped to promote
better awareness of the environment.

Beara Film Fest

Submissions are now open for the 2022 Beara Film
Fest. The festival is open to all directors who are living
in or from Cork. Films must have been filmed from Jan-
uary 1% 2019 and must have been filmed in the county of
Cork.

They should be a maximum of 25 minutes in duration
and in the English language, or subtitled if filmed in Irish or
a European language. All films should be submitted in MP4
format via WeTransfer or Vimeo (download enabled) to
bearafilmfest@gmail.com The closing date for all submis-
sions is Spm on February 25" 2022.

Beara West Family Resource Centre

On Wednesday December 8", Teddy Black, Se-
anachai, will be at the centre for an evening of story-tell-
ing. Tea, coffee and sandwiches will be provided.

The team are particularly inviting men to this event as
they would like to invite them to join the conversation
about developing a men’s group in Beara. The event will
take place in the Beara West Family Resource Centre,

Unit 4, The Courtyard, Castletownbere and pre-booking is
encouraged by phoning Claire Kelleher at 083 1599 748 or
emailing info@bearawestfrc.ie

The Centre can also offer confidential, individual, and
family support across a wide range of areas. They can
assist with finding and navigating the right community
services for the individual and can provide access to low-
cost counselling through their links with a number of local
counsellors and therapists. They also offer admin support
with tasks like completing application forms such as
housing support, medical card and much more.

Appointments are held in line with National Covid
guidelines and must be pre-arranged by calling 027 70998.

Wishing everyone a very Happy Christmas
and Prosperous New Year

HARBOUR ENGINEERING
& MARINE SERVICES LIMITED

DINISH ISLAND, CASTLETOWNBERE, CO.CORK, IRELAND

Servicing the Fishing Industry for Over 20 Years
Welding & Fabrication - Mobile Welding
Marine Engineering- Stainless Steel Work
Suppliers of: Hydraulic Hoses & Equipment, Cranes,
Winches, Power Blocks / heads [new & second hand]
Aluminium Fabricators, Fish Hose & Connections

PHONE: 027 71300/ 60130
BAX: 027 71310 MOBILE: 087 2395498
E: harbourengineering@eircom.net
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Established 1941

Presidents of the Maritime Institute of Treland

1941-1942 Ht. Hon. The Lord Glenavy
1942-1943 Senator Joseph

Colonel Anthan
1982-1986 Mr James M. Hughes
19586-1990 Mr Ronald C. Lewis

3 Mr Patrick Swoeney

2010-2014
2014-2018 Mr Richard Mc Cormick
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Maritime Institute Presidents 1941 - 2018 Seal of the Maritime Institute of Ireland
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Between 1922 and 1940 there was virtually no public or
official interest in Irish maritime affairs. The First Annual
report credits [rish Army Colonel Anthony T. Lawlor with
gathering around him a small group of 17 prominent indi-
viduals “for the purpose of re-awakening the latent interest
of our people in maritime affairs”. The Institute’s Constitu-
tion was approved on 11" August 1941 and it was incorpo-
rated as a Company Limited by Guarantee on 31 October
1941. To honour their memory, the names of eighty-one
“Founder Members” remain enshrined in the Institute’s cur-
rent 2017 Constitution. On 19" November 1941 an elected
‘Council” of 21 Members elected the following officers:
President - Lord Glenavy
Deputy President - Senator Joseph
Brennan
Vice Presidents — Captain Alan S.
Gordon and Mr Thomas O’Connor
Honorary Treasurer — Mr. R.W.
Sinnot
Honorary Secretary - Mr. Henry M.
Murphy

ident as Chairman, the Honorary Treasurer and Honorary
Secretary, plus four other Council members namely:
Colonel Anthony T. Lawlor
Lieutenant Commander A.J. O’Brien
— Twohig,
Mr. J.P. Reihill and Mr. J.J Flanagan
The Council fixed the Members
annual subscription at £1 and 1 shil-
ling (one Guinea). Members serving
in the Defence Forces not holding
commissioned rank paid 10s/6d per
annum. A £10 prize was awarded
for the design of the Institute’s seal
embodying a Viking ship under sail
“representing the first real sea-going ship adopted by the
Irish people™.

COLONEL A T, LAWLER
raREER OF TE MSTIUTE

In its first year the Council held 6 meetings and the Ex-
ecutive Committee 27 meetings. Their ambitious portfolio
included Revenue, Extension Work (Regional Groups),
General Welfare of Seamen, Navigation and Seaman-
ship, Library and Reference, Archives and Research, Irish
Language, Maritime Sports, Post—War Plans and Maritime
Propaganda.

Eighteen thousand brochures were circulated “throughout
Eire” seeking members and subscriptions to the ‘Foundation

Funds’. Regional Groups were formed at Cork and Limer-
ick and initial contacts made with other Harbourmasters.
So great was the initial enthusiasm that when 400 members

were registered, it was thought the 500 Members limit in the

Articles of Association might have to be increased!
Political support was evident when Mr. Oscar Traynor
T.D., Minister for Defence, deputising for the Taoiseach,
formally opened the Institute’s first permanent office at 8
Merrion Square, Dublin on 17" April 1942, Minister Tray-

An Executive Committee was then
elected consisting of the Deputy Pres-

First Council of the Maritime Institute of Ireland 1941 - 42

The Maritime Heritage Column

nor wished the Institute “God speed in its work™ and urged
it to commence “planning to meet post-war conditions”.

The scope of the Institute’s Seaman’s Welfare pro-
gramme was tempered by limited funding and the need for
co-operation from employers, employees and government.
A tall order in wartime. Its Navigation and Seamanship
Committee focused on training for seamen and officers for
the Irish mercantile marine. Yacht clubs were invited to
join as Members, though proposals to organise an Insti-
tute annual regatta, award a cruising yacht cup and form
“a nursery class of small boats with the object of training
young people in sailing” were deferred due to financial
considerations.

The Library and Reference Committee appealed for
donations of books and periodicals because “a good mar-
itime library is essential”. The enthusiastic Archives and
Research group hosted 12 maritime lectures and planned
to convene a “Conference of Professors of History in the
Universities to obtain their assistance in furthering its
work”. It was reported that an [rish Nautical Dictionary
compiled by Mr. P. O’Siocfhradha was well advanced.

The Institute’s Post War Plans for merchant shipping
were reported to be at the early investigation stage. Fish-
eries and training were included and there was genuine
interest in establishing a “Sea Training Home for Boys” in
Ireland, based on a successful UK equivalent.

Along with other Maritime Propaganda initiatives, a

Maritime Institute Of Ireland’s Eightieth Anniversary

by Richard Mc Cormick, President Emeritus, Maritime Institute of Ireland

The origins of long established volunteer organisations
occasionally get lost in the mists of time. Endless strug-
gles for funding, changes of trustees and premises and the
loss of corporate memory risks blurring memories of the
original founders and their lofty ambitions. The Maritime
Institute has moved premises four times since it was incozr-
porated as Foras Muiridhe na hEireann. Thankfully its First
§ Annual Report of 1942 - 1943 sheds light on the origins of
the very first Maritime Institute of what was by then the em-
bryonic Republic of Ireland in the midst of the Emergency.

copy of the Maritime Magazine was sent to each member
and Colonel Anthony Lawlor gave a radio broadcast on
“The Aims and Objects of the Institute™ on 31 October
1943. Amongst its public duties, the Institute was repre-
sented at a ceremony commissioning “New Ensigns in the
Maritime Inscription”.

A permanent maritime exhibition was always a top
priority. The Institute’s first National Maritime Week in
the Mansion House in 1943 displaying 190 models and
exhibits, garnered valuable publicity for the fledging
Institute and so was repeated again in 1945 and 1947.

The Office of Public Works leased the former Brit-
ish Sailors Reading Room on St Michael’s Wharf Dan
Laoghaire for a Maritime Museum in 1959. When it was
regrettably demolished in 1965 to make way for a new
ferry terminal, the deconsecrated Mariners Church was
leased from the Representative Church Body of Ireland in
1974 and converted to a Maritime Museum by the Insti-
tute’s volunteers. Purchased outright in 2006 this historic
184-year-old building now proudly serves the public as
the National Maritime Museum of Ireland.

There is little doubt that the Institute’s founding mem-
bers would be pleased that their far-sighted ambitions are
now professionally discharged by State funded Agencies
such as BIM, the Marine Institute and the Irish Maritime
Development Office, none of which existed in 1941. This
permits the Institute to focus on promoting awareness of
and raising the profile of Ireland’s maritime heritage by
interpreting the Museum’s collection of original maritime
artefacts plus education and research through its extensive
maritime library.

Looking beyond the vicissitudes of Covid-19, the
restoration of normal visitor revenues plus grant support
will continue to complement the excellent work of its
enthusiastic Community Employment staff, talented vol-
unteers and trustees as it has for eighty years. Thus will
the Institute confidently approach its 2041 centenary as
a financially secure entity, still promoting knowledge of
Ireland’s rich maritime heritage.
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The RNLI has operated a lifeboat
station from Arranmore Island since 1883
when the station’s first lifeboat Vandeleur
was powered by sail and oars. One of the
previous boathouses was in Aphort and
was the scene where the bodies of those
recovered from the Arranmore Disaster
in 1935 were laid out. A yawl carrying
twenty passengers left Burtonport harbour
for Arranmore. However, it ran up on a
rock and nineteen souls drowned in the
freezing water. The only survivor was the
late Paddy Gallagher, who himself lost his
father, four brothers and two sisters in the
tragedy.

The current boathouse is based
at Poolawaddy and has been used as a
lifeboat station since 1994, It was partially
funded with a donation from the relatives
of young students who tragically lost their
lives off Arranmore in 1989. Four Edin-
burgh University students were drowned
when their dinghy sprang a leak and sank.
only two of the group survived. They were

u
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been used as a lifeboat station since 1994.

RNLI REPORT

Niamh Stephenson,
Ireland Media Manager for the RNLI

New Boathouse for Arranmore

The lifeboat crew on Arranmore Island off Donegal are
set to get new facilities with a new boathouse in the plan-
ning. It is a station steeped in history and the new facilities
will be welcomed by the lifeboat crew who launch at all
hours of the day and night to help those at sea.

crossing from Arranmore to the tiny Isle of
lochtar when the tragedy occurred.

One of the station’s most
famous rescues happened in December
1940 when the crew of the lifeboat rescued
16 sailors from the Stolwjick, a Dutch
merchant ship which got into difficulty in
horrendous weather conditions. Arranmore
RNLI crew members were awarded
gold, silver, and bronze medals by Queen
Wilhelmina of the Netherlands for saving
the lives of her fellow countrymen.

The proposed new facilities at Arranmore
will provide storage for the boarding
boats along with space for a new tractor
to enhance and improve the safety of the
launch of the lifeboat in an emergency call
out. There are also plans for a purpose-built
workshop and the provision of a new crew
changing room to provide each member
of the lifeboat crew with their own locker
space for their personal crew kit. A new
crew room on the first floor will provide
the crew with a proper space to train and

SN

(Above): The current boathouse on Arranmore Island is based at Poolawaddy and has

(Below): The Costello family, Graham, Jennifer, Audrey (Larry’s wife), Emma and Ian with
Dun Laoghaire RNLI crew Gary Hayes, Andrew Skyes and Deputy Launching Authority

Paul Nolan.
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run emergency call outs while providing

a hub for search and rescue operations in
this area. The space will also be available
for water safety talks and will welcome
other community groups. The provision
of a new lifeboat facility on Arranmore is
an investment by the RNLI in lifesaving
for the next fifty years and beyond and has
been designed to adapt to the changing
search and rescue environment.

Equipment Gives Insight
into Lifeboating

The RNLI recently answered the
question, ‘why are lifeboats orange?’
Looking at the story behind some of the
equipment the RNLI uses can give you an
interesting insight into lifeboating. And
so it is with the tiny pager every RNLI
crewmember and launching authority
carries with them.

It goes to work with them, to family
occasions and at night it stays near them,
always on and always ready. It’s the
other member of the family. They omit
a high-pitched sound to signal that the
crew should assemble at the station and
launch the lifeboat. I'm told it can induce
an adrenaline rush like nothing else and
the ‘drop everything response’ it elicits
is the envy of Olympic sprinters. But
crew haven’t always had pagers. The
expression ‘out on a shout’ which means
out on a lifeboat callout, came about from
the earliest days of needing to launch the
lifeboat. Crew were alerted by someone
knocking on their door and shouting the call
to the lifeboat. Or a bell would be rung in
the town. It was said that horses knew the
difference between the bell for the lifeboat
and the bell for fire service.

Then came an old favourite, the
maroon, fired twice to call the crew to the
lifeboat with a boom heard throughout the
community. Telephones too had their place
and now there is an app which works in
conjunction with the pagers to send out the
alert. I've been on the phone to crew when
I’ve heard the familiar sound of the pager
going off and we make a hurried goodbye
and good luck, there’s no time for enquiries
then. Lifeboat pagers have sounded at
weddings, in classes, during the weekly
shop and just after you've shut your eyes
after a long day. They can be a disturbance,
but they are a little lifesaver too. It’s another
important piece of kit for the lifeboat crews,
an evolving piece of technology but it’s
need has never changed.

Dun Laoghaire RNLI Shop
to House Community
Defibrillator Donated

by Family of Much-Loved
Local Man

Dun Laoghaire RNLI shop, located
in the harbour beside the busy East pier
is the location for a new community
defibrillator, donated by the family of
Larry Costello, who died following a
cardiac arrest in 2016. The family have
funded six defibrillators which are locat-
ed around the local area. Dun Laoghaire
RNLI is a fitting final location, as volun-
teer lifeboat crewmember Gary Hayes

has helped the family with the project,
through his role with the Dalkey Com-
munity First Responders Group and as
a RNLI crewmember.

In funding the defibrillators, the family
wanted the community to have access to
them in busy public areas and in doing so,
to take away the fear that people have in
using them. The Dalkey Community First
Responders will undertake the upkeep and
maintenance of the defibrillators and this
one will remain charged by the RNLI’s
electricity supply for the shop, which is
located behind the lifeboat station.

Larry was born and raised in Dun
Laoghaire and raised his family with
wife Audrey in Glasthule. A much-loved
member of the community, Larry worked
in Blackrock Park and coached a local
football team in Presentation College.
When he died of a cardiac arrest, his fam-
ily wanted to do something in his memory
that could help another family in a similar
situation. With the support of their friends
and the people Larry coached and helped
during his life, the family raised €14,000
and bought six defibrillators. They are
placed at McCauley’s Chemist in Glast-
hule, the Sallynoggin Inn, the Igo Inn in
Ballybrack, Eden Villas in Glasthule, Dun
Laoghaire Marina and finally at the Dun
Laoghaire RNLI shop beside the East Pier.

Larry’s family recently visited the
lifeboat station to officially unveil the final
defibrillator along with some members of
Dun Laoghaire RNLI, including lifeboat
crewmember Gary Hayes, who the family
credits with helping them put their plan
into action.

Larry’s wife Audrey visited with their
four children, Graham, Jennifer, Emma
and Ian, along with in-laws and grand-
children. In welcoming the installation of
the final defibrillator, Audrey said, ‘Our
hope is to save lives and we are grateful to
the local RNLI for letting us put the final
defibrillator at their shop, which sees so
many people walk by every day. We never
thought we would raise enough to fund six
of these and it’s all thanks to our friends
and neighbours in our local community
and beyond. Larry was so well-loved, and
I think people wanted to show that. We are
so grateful for their generosity. Thank you
too to Gary Hayes from Dun Laoghaire
RNLI and Dalkey Community First Re-
sponders who helped us with this endeav-
our and suggested the station for the final
defibrillator. It is a very fitting location.’

Dun Laoghaire RNLI volunteer lifeboat
crewmember Gary Hayes added, *We are
delighted to have the RNLI be home to
one of Larry’s defibrillators. While the
lifeboat crew are here to save lives at sea,
we are happy to have a lifesaving piece of
equipment on land too, at the wall of our
retail shop and available for any member
of the public to use should they need it.
There is no training necessary, and the
instructions are clear and easy to follow.
Well done to the family and friends of
Larry for this fantastic gift to the commu-
nity.’

The family have asked that if anyone
would like to donate to the upkeep and
maintenance of the defibrillators, they
contact the Dalkey Community First
Responders.
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Environmentally Friendly “Cold Ironing Project”
in Killybegs, Will Eliminate 2,000 Tonnes of CO2

Emissions Each Year

Cold ironing, a shipping term that first came into use when all ships had
coal-fired engines, describes the situation where a ship, tied up at port, no
longer needed to continue to feed its fires and its iron engines cooled down,
eventually going cold — hence, ‘cold iron’. The days of coal-fired engines may
be behind us, but an environmentally friendly cold ironing project is being
spearheaded in Killybegs Harbour. This project is aimed at reducing emis-
sions by allowing diesel engines on trawlers, that would normally be running
to heat and provide power, to be replaced by clean mains power while in port.

Welcoming the project, Minister McCo-
nalogue who was on a visit to the harbour
said, “The reality of the impacts of climate
change, and particularly for our seas and
oceans, is becoming ever more visible.
With that comes the need to drive the
development of climate actions that deliver
a sustainable, competitive and innovative
seafood sector. This prototype project
delivering cleaner power supply to fishing
vessels in port is one such action.”

The Minister went on to say, “I am
delighted to have been able to co-fund this
project with the European Maritime and
Fisheries Fund Operational Programme for
2014-2020. Killybegs Harbour is Irelands
premier fishing port and as such can be
an exceptionally busy port. This project
provides plug-in electric facilities so that
large trawlers no longer have to run diesel
generators while in port. The result is a
reduction of 2,000 tonnes of CO?emissions
per year — equivalent to taking almost 500
cars off the road and improvements in the
local environment through reduced noise
and air pollution.”

The Department commissioned the

“Cold Ironing Project” in July 2020 at

a cost of €1.7 million. Working closely
with the local pelagic fishing industry,

the system was designed by White Young
Green Consulting Engineers, Belfast and
constructed by Tiernan Engineering from
Balinrobe, Co. Mayo. Previously, trawlers
in port relied on diesel generators to main-

McConalogue.

tain their power supply. Significant quanti-
ties of diesel were needed to operate these
generators, making for a noisy and polluted
environment along the pier. The introduc-
tion of mains power will deliver significant
savings of diesel and reduce the harbours
annual CO? emissions by 2,000 tonnes per
year, reduce noise pollution, improve air
quality and benefit vessel owners through
the provision of reliable shore power, while
reducing vessel fire risk and maintenance
requirements.

This project is aligned the Government’s
Climate Action Plan 2019 and demonstrates
an ongoing commitment to delivering mea-
surable emission reductions and sustainable
developments across the six Fishery Har-
bour Centres. The current Climate Action
Plan 2021 builds on this commitment and
sets out a roadmap for taking decisive
action to halve emissions by 2030 and reach
net zero no later than 2050, This includes
actions through which marine-environment
mitigation and adaptation actions can be
progressed and implemented.

Concluding, the Minister said, “Climate
action is actively being embedded in poli-
cies, programmes and work streams across
my Department and within the agencies un-
der my remit, and progress will continue to
be made to implement meaningful climate
actions to ensure that our coastal commu-
nities and maritime sectors can continue to
play their role in contributing to our climate
change goals.”

v

John Campbell, Regional Engineer, Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine (DAFM);
Noel Clancy, Chief Engineer, (DAFM); Fergal Hegarty, Harbourmaster, Killybegs and Minister

BiIM’s Remote Classroom Focuses
on Importance of Local Seafood
Production and Healthy Eating in
Support of Listowel Food Fair

Bord Iascaigh Mhara (BIM), Ireland’s Seafood Development Agency
recently contributed its Aquaculture Remote Classroom (ARC) to the
students of Listowel and its environs as part of the Listowel Food Fair.

BB IR00 1 SV 1B

(Above): Students from Principal Presentation Secondary Shool, Listowel, (I-r) Aine Fitz-
maurice, Stephanie Sheahan, Isobel Stack, Eimear Buckley, Grace Whelan, Jessica O'Sulli-
van and Niamh Buckley. (Inset photo): Niamh O’Keefe, Erin Kennelly and Katie Walsh.

benefits to the local community from the
sustainable production of seafood. For ex-
ample, Tralee hosts one of the largest native
oyster fisher-
ies in Europe
and Cromane
produces €5-6
million worth
of premium
quality mussels
and oysters

The huge, interactive remote classroom
normally visits our schools, but has moved
to online webinars, that have proven equal-
ly as popular
with students,
under Covid-19
safety guide-
lines.

BIM hosted
a series of
webinars over

three days as Sven Jear
part of the Food The we-
Festival, with binars also
60 primary highlighted

the nutritional
benefits of
eating seafood
as part of a
healthy diet,
detailing the nutritional values of our three
main aquaculture products: namely organic
salmon, mussels, and oysters!

and secondary
schools, regis-
tered to attend,
reaching over
1,000 students
in the area. The expert presenters talked
about aquaculture production in the Kerry
area and the important socio-economic

(Oldcourt Boats) Ltd.

Oldcourt, Skibbereen, Co. Cork
028 21249 Email: info@oldcourtboats.
www.oldcourtbhoats.ie

anking all our customers for their valued and continued business throughout the year zmd
wishing them all a Happy Christmas and a Prosperous New Year in 2022

We Specialise in the Refitting & Refurbishment of Boats
in timber, steel, aluminium and fibre glass

Winter storage of Angling boats, Yachts and Motor boats.
Slipway & New 90 Tonne Travel Hoist On Site
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Marine Insurance Specialists

We can arrange cover for all types of commercial craft including
Potting & Netting Boats
Work & Charter Boats *» Passenger Boats
Crew Liability - Boat Yards « Employers Liability

Dl
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N
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For quotations call 091 773601
or email conor@aquabroker.ie

/ MARINE INSURANCE SPECIALISTS
Aquabroker Ltd., 7 Kilkerrin Park 4, Tuam Road, Galway.

Tel. 00 353 91 773601 Fax. 00 353 91 773603
www.aquabroker.ie

Aquabroker Ltd. t/a Aquabroker is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland

prop protector solicitors / legal

Insurances
Limited

Block A3, Nutgrove Office Park,
Rathfarnham, Dublin 14

For all your Marine
Insurance Needs
Tel: 01-2051405

Email: info@ddinsurances.ie

www.ddinsurances.ie

D&D Insurances Ltd is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland

CLEGGAN MARINE

www.clegganmarine.com
W4 Install sorrle
peace of mind,
fit a
Prop Protector
today!

Tel: (095) 44037
Mob: 087 7759405

E: sales@clegganmarine.com
The Pier, Cleggan, Co. Galway

websites
™A -
A =ry

s wm
findafishingboat.com

e - way e
BUY SELL

Commercial & Recreational boats,
# Marine equipment, Crew adverts
"“Weather Forecasts .. and much more

]"i‘lle =bsite for all commercial fishermen

Safety Ltd.

Carrigaline, Co. Cork
086-2535840

Total Fire Fighting Equipment Provider
for the Marine Industry

www.standardfire.ie
gregg@standardfire.ie

_

Gregg Walsh
EngTech, GIFireE

Adam Walsh
BEng Marine, AlFireE

DPBarry&C o%;

. . T
Solicitors
Kellys Quay, Shore Road, Killybegs, Co. Donegal.
Telephone 074 9731174 Fax 074 9731639
E-mail - info@barrylaw.ie
www.barrylaw.ie

Providing expert legal advice
to the Irish fishing and maritime
industries for over forty years.

24/7 Emergency response service, nationwide.
Contact Diarmuid Barry on 087 2582847

MCM

MCM Insurance Brokers Limited

Hull & Machinery * Crew Liability
Personal Accident « Full All Risks Cover
Marine Cargo » Charter Vessels

‘We can provide highly competitive
quotations along with a prompt claims
service. We access both Marine Mutual

and Lloyds Markets.

Contact us at 096 72977
or Fax 096 73165

For a Free Written Quotation

MCM Insurance Brokers Limited is regulated
by the Central Bank of Ireland
and by the UK FC for conduct of business rules

Philip Doherty Pots
Lobster / Crab Velvet /
Shrimp Pots For Sale

Plastic Coated Frames in 8mm & 10mm
Steel in all sizes. Pots can be supplied
Frames only or ready to fish.

- Also In Stock -

Pot Netting, Twine, Bait Bags and
Eye Netting, Head Buoys, Pot Rubber,
Pot Ropes, Spinners, Knives,

Pot Hooks, Bungee Cord Ete.
Next Day Courier Service Available

For All Small Items

Tel: 074 - 9370164
Mobile: 086 - 8727268

@f)_ﬂ:){zys CSO,&.C‘IZOI’S

MARITIME LAW

DERMOT F. CONWAY B. COMM, B.C.1.

40 YEARS EXPERIENCE
IN FISHERIES LAW

DETENTIONS AND ARRESTS
MARITIME MORTGAGES - COLLISIONS AT SER
TRANSFERS OF QUOTA / VESSELS

WE PROVIDE A 365 DAY 24/1
ALL IRELAND SERVICE

CONTACT US AT: 0214901000
Fax Number: 0214905624
Dermot E. Conway Mobile 087 6793478

- Cavanagh
«Hooper, Dolan

All classes of
marine and

general insurance
avanagh

€
& Hooper Dolan

Insurances Ltd.

Cavanagh Hooper Dolan
Insurances Ltd.
Associate Offices: Letterkenny and Sligo
Tel: Letterkenny 074 9177500
and Sligo 071 9144333
Mobile: 086 2504826
Email: info@chd.ie
Website: www.chd.ie

Cavanagh Hooper Dolan Insurances Ltd is regulated
by the Central Bank of Ireland

PRICE THE REST

BUY THE BEST

Gill Nets All Types Rigged or Sheets
Crab and Shrimp Pots - Net Op. Spares
Aquaculture Supplies

Delivered anywhere

www.frankiebyrne.ie
Burtonport, Co. Donegal, Ireland

Tel: 074 9542124
Fax: 074 9542252
M: 086 8600739

TRISKEL
MARINE

European supplier of

MARINE GRADE WIRE

PVC Coated Mesh - Galvanised (after welding)

Ideal for fishing and aquaculture purposes.

We supply full rolls, cut panels, clips and
hog-rings with hand tools. We fabricate pots,
cages and other items to buyer’s specifications
using marine grade aluminium
and stainless steel fasteners.

Also available - nylon spinners, plastic hooks,
jute bags, shock cord, etc.

Contact John at Cleggan, Co. Galway
Tel: 095 44664 M: 086 2374819

BREIZON TEO

45 YEARS IN BUSINESS

WE ARE BUYING EVERY SINGLE WEEK OF THE YEAR UNLIKE OTHER BUYERS
ALL TYPES OF SHELLFISH AND LINE CAUGHT FISH

YOUWONT GET A FAIRER DEAL - CALL US AT 091 572151

SOLE SUPPLIER OF FRENCH SHRIMP POTS - CALL 091 572151
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Marine Times LClassifieds

SPECIAL OFFER: Cod and Pollack Nets 4 1/2” x 4 3/4”
x 60 MD and 45 MD. Tangle Nets 10 1/2 x 10 1/2 With
or Without Walls. Plaice and Sole Nets Rigged. Shrimp and
Crab Pots. Polysteel Rope. Mackerel Nets and Traces of
Hooks. Longlines Ready to Fish. Cray Nets Mono and Multi
Mono, Tangle Nets, All Sizes, Rigged or Sheets. Keenest
Prices. Multi-Mono Salmon Type Nets 45 MD, 200 Yards.

Tel: 086-8600739.

(6

FOR SALE: 30ft Fiberglass Fishing / Recreation Boat. 4ft
6" Draft. 10ft Beam. 80HP Enfield Diesel Engine (Rebuilt in
2020). Can Sleep 4pax. Gas Cooker, Fridge, Sink, Toilet &
WHB. Wired for Shore Power. Recently Refurbished
Price: €12,000 ono.

Contact: Patrick on 087-0505358.

FOR SALE: 8 Herring Nets; 8 Sprat Nets; 8 Pollock Nets,

1 Dual Purpose Mackerel & Sprat Ring Net. All In Good
Condition - Ready For Use.

Tel: 086-3519999 or 087-9782728. E: hagler46(@gmail.com

FOR SALE: 20ft x 5ft Fibreglass Currach with 10HP Four
Stroke Honda Engine. Used for Salmon and Mackerel.
Price: €2,500 O.N.O.

Tel: 086-7353289.

rJ,:i

(08)

‘.\

Built by the Portadown Foundry in 1912. Size 63ft x 15ft.
Suitable for commercial / residential.

Financial support available to existing or start up business

ATLANTIC MARINE SEAFOODS

LIVE
SHELLFISH
WANTED

o Lobster o Shrimp

o Cray Fish o Prawns

o Brown Crab « Winkles

o Velvet Crab « Spider Crab

Good Prices & Prompt Payment
Weekly Nationwide Collections

For More Information Contact
Cathal King on 00 353 87 744 9905
Cleggan, Co. Galway
atlanticmarineseafoods@gmail.com
www.kingsofconnemara.com

ERRIS SHELLFISH & SEAWEED PRODUCTS

Doolough Point, Geesala, Ballina, Co. Mayo
BUYERS & EXPORTERS OF
s SHELLFISH AND SEAWEED PRODUCTS

. WINKLES WANTED ALL YEAR ROUND
CASH PAYMENT

g/ Calling all winkle pickers and agents -
before you sell .... give us a call
'OUR PRICES WONT BE BE BEATEN

Collection points all over Ireland
Contact Jay at: 085-7449204

Marine Times Newspaper
Classified Section

Sell Your Boat, Fishing Gear, Tonnage, Etc
with the Marine Times Newspaper

Our Classified Adverts Reach Your Market
So, Place an Advert Today FOR FREE*

Simply fill in the form attached and post it to:
Editor, Marine Times Newspaper

Cranny Road, Inver, Co. Donegal Fg4 WCé67
or email: editor@marinetimes.ie

Advert SENt DY: (i s

Address:

Email / Contact No.:

* Please note that this free offer is for classified ad-
verts only and we have a limited amount of space so
please do send your advert ASAP.

CLASSIFIED ORDER FORM

Word No’s.

()

(6)

(1)

(16)

1)

(26)

1))

(36)

(41)

(46)

(51)

(Please ensure to include Tel. No.)

Use additional paper if necessary
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International Fishing

and Maritime News

Signs of British - French Agreement

While official government statements on both sides continued to highlight
British-French disagreements over fishing licences for French boats in Chan-
nel Island waters during November, behind-the-scenes political indications
are that UK Premier Boris Johnson and French President Macron have been
trying to settle their differences to resolve the fishing row.

Emmanuel Jean-Michel Frédéric Ma-
cron has been President of France since
May 2017 and faces an election contest
with strong rivals in April. A resolution
would not be politically popular for him
at present, unless it improved the French
position. However, political ‘insiders’ in
London indicate that since the G7 meeting
in Cornwall, “the relationship between the
UK and France is about more than fish
and boats off the Channel Islands.”

France has been demanding that the
European Union take the frontal role in
resolving the issue but, for consumption
by its home audience, the French Govern-
ment has been making different state-
ments.

When French Sea Minister Annick
Girardin said on radio that: *“We will fight
boat-by-boat, licence-by-licence against
the British to get our fishermen their
rights. We need to be with them,” the pub-
lic reaction was that this was not showing
strong enough support for fishermen.

It seemed, from an Irish perspective, to
be as strong as any statement by any Irish
Government Minister, but the public criti-
cism in France was so strong that Presi-
dent Macron had to issue a publicl pledge
that France would “continue to fight” for
its fishermen and give an assurance that it
“would not abandon” them.

“The stakes are high for Macron and
fishing is one of the major issues. It is a
national concern in France,” according to
government politicians there.

Such are the different political attitudes
to their fishermen between the Irish and
French governments.

World First in Portugal

The world’s first open-sea clam
farm is operated off the Algarve
coast in Portugal by Oceano Fresco
of Nazare. The company describes
itself as “a sustainable seafood com-
pany using innovative aquaculture
techniques.”

It has raised €6m. investment from the
Portuguese conglomerate holding com-
pany, Semapa, with interests in cement,
pulp. paper and environmental services
sectors and from the sustainable aquacul-
ture fund, Aqua-Spark in Holland. This

is one of the biggest European investments
in the shellfish sector. With it the company
says it will develop and build new storage
and packaging facilities. Initially, expansion
will focus on Spain and Portugal, but also
look to creating a global business.

UK First for Crayfish

The first redclaw crayfish farm
is to begin operating in Britain. It
will be located at Dorset by a com-
pany called Noola Redclaw, using
an indoor recirculating aquaculture
system (RAS).

Elena Piana, company founder, formerly
managed Goatsbridge Trout Farm at Tho-
mastown in, Co. Kilkenny. She later joined
the Seafresh Group involved in aquacul-
ture, growing king prawns in Central Amer-
ica and Asia. These are distributed through
its processing, manufacturing and sales
operations in North America, Europe and
Asia. She was the company’s environmen-
tal and social sustainability technologist.

“We’re developing an environmentally
friendly technology to produce redclaw
year-round for high end restaurants with a
stable and high quality product,” she said
about the new company. “Our technology
was developed with high animal welfare
standards in mind to ensure that our cray-
fish are handled in the best way from hatch
to harvest.”

Seals Costing Scottish
Farmers Twelve Million

Salmon Scotland, the trade body
for Scotland’s farmed salmon sector,
has published a report which claims
that damage by seals is causing st-
g£12m losses annually. Chief Execu-
tive of Salmon Scotland, Tavish Scott,
said: “Seal predation is getting worse.
Government Ministers must sit down
with sector leaders to discuss possible
solutions. There is no easy fix, but we
need a dialogue with Ministers and
the leaders of other sectors affected
to find ways of tackling what has be-
come an increasingly serious issue.”

Salmon Scotland’s issued figures claim
that, in 2020, 516,443 fish were killed
directly in seal attacks and that “many hun-
dreds of thousands more were so stressed
they died later.”

The organisation has also claimed that,
in the eight months to the end of August
this year, a further 347,917 salmon were
killed directly by seals, taking the total
since January 2020 to 864,360.

“*Scotland has 210 active salmon farms,
of which about 70% will be stocked at any
one time. This means that on average, 2,792
salmon were lost per farm in 2020 and a
further 1,955 fish (with an expected har-
vest revenue of £47,399) in the first eight
months of 2021.”

Until the start of this year, salmon farm-
ers in Scotland could shoot seals. About 50,
are believed to have been shot every year.
Scottish Government legislation removed
permission to shoot seal.

Acoustic deterrent devices have been
used to keep seals away from farm sites,
but are claimed to potentially cause harm to
protected marine mammals such as dolphins
and porpoises. Some farms have removed
or switched them off pending a decision on
licensing from Marine Scotland.

Salmon Scotland said that farmers have
a statutory duty to protect their stocks but
“many feel they are powerless to do any-
thing about seals, which are now a protect-
ed species.”

Sacked From Football
but Investing in Fish
Farming Eggs

Sacked by Manchester United
after poor team performances in the
UK Premier League, Manager Ole
Gunnar Solskjzr owns a 20% stake
in the investment company Akvakul-
turpartner AS, which has invested
£2m in Hauge Aqua Solutions, the
company developing what is known
as the Egget Project.

This involves the construction of
enclosed fish farm projects, in the shape
of a 21-metre tall egg-shaped fibre-glass
unit. Hauge Aqua has taken over a former
lifeboat factory in Norway for the project.
It maintains that current farm production
platforms, based on the open pen system,
are too weak to sustain significant growth
and to achieve environmental performance.

‘Ghosting’ For Lost
Fishing Gear

Several marine conservation
groups have joined efforts to deal
with ‘ghost fishing gear.” Ghost nets
are a major form of marine plastic
pollution, killing marine animals,
according to Ghost Diving UK organ-
isation. This is a registered charity
founded in 2012 run by volunteer
scuba divers to remove lost fishing
gear and other marine debris. It was
previously known as Ghost Fishing
Foundation.

“In order to reduce the response time
to reported sightings of ghost gear and to
widen the geographical reach, Fathoms
Free, Ghost Diving UK, NARC and Sea
Shepherd Ghostnet Campaign have de-
cided to form a coalition to combine their
resources and improve efficiency,” it has
been announced.

The new coalition will be named the
UK Ghost Gear Coalition.

New Chairman for NFFO

Longstanding member of the
NFFO’s Executive Committee and
vice-chairman of its South- East
Committee, Paul Gilson, has been
elected as the next chairman of the
National Federation of Fishermen’s
Organisation. He has also been
chairman of Leigh and Southend
Fisherman’s Association for many
years. The NFFO chairman is ap-
pointed for two years before usually
being elevated to the president’s
role.

Paul comes from a family that has
fished the Thames estuary and southern
North Sea for over 200 years. Over his
time in the fishing industry he has owned
and fished seven trawlers and currently
has one more vessel under construction.
With 30 years as a lifeboatman, and senior
helmsman for 20 years, he has received
numerous awards, including one from the
royal humane society.

NFFO Chief Executive, Barrie Deas,
welcoming the appointment said, “One of
the strengths of the NFFO is the pool of
diverse talent around our table that we can
draw on to support our work. Paul rec-
ognises this and has personally made an
enormous contribution as Vice-Chairman
of the NFFO’s South-East Committee. |
have no doubt that he will make a similar
contribution as chair of our Executive
Committee. Given the pressures facing
our industry, this is a very demanding
time to lead the national federation but as
well as his direct fishing experience, Paul
brings with him a wealth of knowledge
based on his time as local councillor and
chairman of his local town council. His
time spent as vice-chairman of the Kent
and Essex Sea Fishery Committee will
also provide valuable experience.”

In accepting his new position Paul said,
“I would especially like to thank Tony
Delahunty and Andrew Pascoe who have
been acting as co-chairs following the
regrettable departure of former chairman
Andrew Locker, who was obliged to seek
employment outside the industry. It is
comforting to know that I can turn to them
for guidance at any time. Although I have
my roots in the inshore sector, like others
in the NFFO, I appreciate the importance
of a diverse and profitable fleet in the UK,
embracing all sizes of vessel and sustain-
able methods of fishing.”

Paul was amongst the first to flag up
the ecological changes observed in the
Thames Estuary that have led to a dramat-
ic drop in the catches of some customary
commercial species like sole and the rise
of other non-commercial species — giving
rise to an industry crisis in the area.
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Leucistic Blonde Ray (Raja brachyura)
Captured in the Central Irish Sea

Declan Quigley reports

Visit www.marinetimes.ie for Regular News Updates

On 15 October 2021, the MFV Eblana (D397) [Skipper: Brendan Lynch, Howth] captured
a female leucistic Blonde Ray (Raja brachyura) measuring 66 cm total length (TL), 50 cm dise
width (DW), and weighing 2.5 kg, while demersal trawling at a depth of 140 m in the Central
Irish Sea (53.1014°N, 5.2333°W) [Figs. 1-2]. The specimen was transferred alive to Galway Atlan-
taquariim where it is now on display.
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Figure 3. Normally coloured Blonde Ray (13.07.2016). ; T = ity J"'.

Figure 4. Albino Blonde Ray (11.10.2016).
Figure 5. Abnormal yellow eye colour in albino Blonde Ray.

Figure 1. Leucistic Blonde Ray captured by the MFV Eblana in the Central Irish Sea (15.10.2021)

» Blonde Rays are normally light brown in colour with | currently recognised worldwide, including three from Irish
a few creamy-white blotches and dense dark spots which waters: Blonde Ray, Thornback Ray (R. clavata), and Cuck-
extend up to the very edge of the disc and on to the tail 00 Ray (Leucoraja naevus).

(Fig; 3). Albinism is also a genetically inherited disorder but is
Apart from its unusual colouration, the current leucistic controlled by several different genes in which the pigment
specimen was morphologically and meristically identi- melanin is either absent or non-functional, resulting in a
cal to normally coloured Blonde Rays. Externally, there lack of normal pigmentation in both the skin and eyes.
were no overt signs of either physical damage or disease. ! Albinism has only been reported in 14 (¢.2.2%) species

Indeed, its condition factor | of Bathoidea worldwide,

Figure 6. Albino-xanthochromic Blonde Ray (31.08.2019).
Figure 7. Abnormal yellow eye colour of albino-xanthochro-
mic Blonde Ray (31.08.2019).

(K=0.8) was well within
the range of K values (0.7-
0.8) recorded for normally
coloured conspecifics of
similar dimensions in NW
European waters, which
suggests that its aberrant
colouration had not com-
promised either its growth
or survival.

Since 2016, the Eblana
has recorded seven unusu-
ally coloured Blonde Rays
in the Central Irish Sea,
including five leucistic,
one albino (Fig. 4-5), and

Leucism is a genetically Figure 2 Normal eye colour of leucistic Blonde Ray from the
Central Irish Sea (15.10.2021).

inherited disorder con-

including two from Irish

| waters: Blonde Ray and

Homelyn Ray (R. mon-
tagui). Indeed, these are the
only two species of ray in
which albino-xanthchrom-
ism has also been defini-
tively described to date.

Blonde Rays are com-
mercially important in NW
European waters, particu-
larly in southern Irish and

| UK waters, primarily at
| depths <100 m. The species

attains a maximum TL and
weight of at least 120 ¢m

- . .
’ one albino-xanthochromic and 18 kg, and reaches sex-
i specimens (Figs. 6-7). ual maturity at a minimum
s (.‘:_ -t

TL of 55 cm and 60 cm for
males and females respec-

. _— . . tively.
trolled by a single recessive - : 4
L] allele which generally results in either complete or partial | Declan is always interested in receiving reports about
A lack of pigmentation of the skin, but normal dark pigmen- unusual and rarely recorded species captured in Irish
r tation of the eyes. Leucism has only been reported in 13 waters (declanquigley2021@gmail.com; WhatsApp:
|

(¢.2%) of the 633 species of Bathoidea (skates and rays) [ 087-6458485).
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nal Seafoo — Shore Road, Killybegs

Co. Donegal, Ireland

is Moving Online il Tel: +353 74 97 31152

DNEYE‘ AT S info@mooneyboats.ie
Deadline extended to Friday 16" January 2022 R S S T T y

The National Seafood Survey is conducted annually by Bord Iascaigh
Mhara, BIM, Ireland’s Seafood Development Agency. All active fishing
vessels are invited to submit economic, employment and operational
details for their previous year’s activities.

This year, BIM has moved this pa- Seafood Survey is supported by the Europe-
per-based survey to an online system. The an Maritime and Fisheries Fund.
aim is to improve the ease at which fishers
can provide National fisheries data to
demonstrate the positive economic impact
of the sector in our regional, coastal com-
munities.

The Survey is now live. To begin, you
will need to - details by logging
on to: http im.ie/fisheries/advisory-ser-
vices/national-seatood-survey/

A series of “how to’ videos will soon be
available on www.bim.ie and participants
can email def(@bim.ie or call 087 394 0763
for assistance, if required.

Providing the economic information
requested is of particular importance to
every fisher in Ireland, due to the fact that
the EU sees economic data as a critical and

sary component in the development of The deadline for receipt of surveys is
long-term management plans, policy direc- 12 noon on Friday 16" January 2022.
tion and allocation of funding. The National

Merry Christmas &

Send your voice notes, H d p p y N ew Y ear

messages, photos, videos from all at Mooney Boats Ltd.
& news to our

WhatsApp @ 087-7989582

Marine Times WhatsApp

Boat Building « Boat Repairs « Marine Chandlery

editor@marinetimes.ie www.marinetimes.ie WWW.mooneuyuboaots.ie
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